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AT A GLANCE
Term 3 return
Students return to the College for the 
beginning of Term 3 on Sunday 19th July 
a  er 4.00pm.  Term 3 commences at 8.00am 
Monday 20th July.

For Sale - Sheep Manure
The College is selling sheep manure pellets  
$15 for a 25kg bag.  

Please contact the administration off ice 
to place your order and arrange payment.  
Payment must be received before manure 
can be collected.

Principal
COVID19

As we come to the end of the semester, it is an opportunity to refl ect back on 
what has been an unprecedented situation, with the state of emergency due 
to the impact of the COVID19 pandemic. It has been a diff icult time for staff , 
parents and particularly our students, but I could not be more proud of the 
way we have worked together to support each other. We have also learned 
new ways of working and made some improvements that we will continue with 
post pandemic. While the short term solution of using Muresk enabled us to 
get all students back face to face learning immediately, it is a relief to have all 
our students back together on site at WACOA Cunderdin to fi nish the term. I 
have asked some of the Muresk students to write a report on their experience to 
share with you later in the newsletter.

During the COVID crisis, I have been asked to contribute my expertise to a 
number of working parties, including the COVID Principal Advisory team working 
directly with the Director General, the Connected Learning hub secondary 
team providing Agriculture curriculum advice while learning from home and 
I have taken on the role of Network Chair for the Avon Schools Network. This 
has ensured a voice for rural education and residential students at the highest 
levels.

I would like to thank the Department of Education for their support, particularly 
during the challenges posed by our shared accommodation, during the crisis. All 
expenses for our time at Muresk have been fully funded through a special grant 
from DOE, which is greatly appreciated. Any time I needed advice or support, it 
was quickly provided from either the Wheatbelt Regional Off ice, head off ice in 
East Perth or colleagues which made my job easier.

I cannot thank our staff  enough for their “can do” attitude, ability to cope with 
rapid change, dedication to our students and hard work during this diff icult 
semester. It has been wonderful to share the lovely feedback from parents and 
students acknowledging their eff orts this term.

However, the real stars of this crisis have been our students. The maturity and 
patience shown by our students in coping with such interruptions at a critical 
point of their schooling is to be commended. The guidelines implemented  
for residential meant many of the recreational activities and even day to day 
arrangements were changed, making life in boarding very restrictive. I have loved 
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the way the students have been determined to support each other and the leadership 
shown by our Student Council and fellow Year 12 students has been exemplary.

Reports

Despite the interrupted semester, students have still completed assessments and exams 
to the best of their ability. I would ask parents to please be mindful of the impact this 
has had on student grades and focus on moving forward next semester. Any concerns 
you have with your child’s progress can be discussed with your child’s teacher or Head 
of Department as a starting point. It is particularly important for our Year 12 students to 
start Term 3 with a clear plan of what work they need to complete in order to achieve 
their WACE. If needed, our staff  can assist them in mapping out an individual plan to keep 
them on track. Due to COVID19, we pushed back our exams and assessments to maximise 
the teaching and learning time. This has meant that reports will not be emailed home 
this term as planned, instead they will be received by our parents/guardians on Friday 
24 July.

Events Term 3

While it has been unfortunate that our traditional North West Tour has not been able to 
proceed due to many of the planned accommodation sites not yet reopened for business, 
it is pleasing to note that at this stage our College Ball on Saturday 29th September and 
our Open Day on Friday 4th September can proceed. Please fi nd attached our Term 3 
Planner, a copy of which is also provided for each student. Due to parent and student 
feedback, we have increased the number of recreational activities available for students 
who stay in on weekends. These are included on the term planner for your reference. 
Note that we are working on a South West Tour to occur in the fi rst week of Term 4 to 
ensure our Year 11 students still get an opportunity for a camp this year.

Board

A  er our Board meeting scheduled for Term 1 was cancelled, it was great to be able to 
hold a meeting this term and formally elect a new Board Chair following Margaret Collins 
stepping down at the end of last year. I am pleased to announce Greg Paust as our new 
Board Chair. Greg has been in Perth earlier this week completing Board Chair training.  
Please fi nd his short biography below:

Greg is currently the Managing Partner of Miniritchie Farm, a position he has held since 
2018.  Miniritchie Farm is a small (300 hectare) farming business that produces wool and 
meat.  It focusses on maximising lamb production by using best practice management.

Greg has extensive experience at a senior level in government.  Previous roles include 
Director of Business and Corporate Services at ChemCentre for more than 2 years; 
Deputy Director General at the Department of Agriculture and Food for 5 years and senior 
positions in the Department of Fisheries for more than 5 years. 

His early career was a horticulture development off icer and focussed on potato research.

Greg has a strong interest in sustainable primary industry development including 
aquaculture, education and government policy as it aff ects the sector.

Greg holds a Bachelor of Agricultural Science Degree and a Masters Degree in Business 
Administration from the University of Western Australia.  He also has completed the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors program.

First Round Off ers 2021

We have sent out 71 fi rst round off ers for Year 11 2021, with a number of students 
remaining on the wait list at this point in time. As usual, we have more applicants than 

beds which has required a rigorous 
selection process resulting in some 
disappointed families. However, 
it is great to see places at WACOA 
Cunderdin remain highly sought a  er.

Holidays

I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish our whole WACOA Cunderdin 
community a relaxing and restful 
holidays, we have certainly earned our 
break this semester. I look forward to 
welcoming everyone back to Term 
3, ready to work together to ensure 
success for all our students.

Mrs Sally Panizza

Principal 

Deputy 
Principal
Course Progress and Student 
Pathways

Upon returning to the College, post 
COVID, staff  have been reviewing 
student progress and working with 
both Year 11 and 12 students if there 
have been any concerns.  Early next 
term, Year 12 students will be involved 
in individual counselling sessions to 
review their fi rst semester report, 
their general progress to date and 
their achievement towards WACE. 
This will assist in direction and focus 
in the limited time remaining at the 
College and provide the opportunity 
for students to raise any concerns or 
supports that they may need.   

Early next term, the process of 
counselling will commence for 
our current Year 11 students, in 
consultation with parents about their 
pathway and subject selections for 
next year.  I would encourage parent/
guardians to be having discussions 
with their child about their career 
direction in the future.
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Assessments

The Year 12 General and Foundation students have now completed their Externally 
Set Task for Animal Production, English, Mathematics and Plant Production. This 
is a standardized assessment that all students studying these courses sit. It is 
used for moderation and validation purposes for staff  between schools, as well as 
contributing to the students’ overall grades. 

ATAR students in Year 12 have now all sat their Semester 1 Exams. A big task for 
those involved as they now await their results. Year 11 exams are scheduled for 
Week 2 next term.

Teen Mental Health First Aid Training

Teen Mental Health First Aid Training is being 
delivered to our Year 12 Students early next 
term. It looks at various issues around mental 
health and provides students with strategies 
to support friends in need by assisting them 
to seek help and who to turn to.

Leaver’s Jumpers

Around the College, the Year 12s have been 
wearing their new Leaver’s jumpers, which 
look great.  Thank you to the students and 
staff  who were involved in the creative 
process.

Mr Phillip Epps

Deputy Principal

Class
Wow wee! What a semester we’ve had! Massive congratulations to all students on 
the completion of Semester 1 and to the parents and caregivers on your support 
from home during this period.  Considering the world we are currently living in the 
Year 12s are well on their way to completing all classed based requirements and the 
11s are now fully aware of the expectations placed on them in their specifi c courses.  
This Semester has seen some great outcomes for the students both in the classroom 
and working from home.

One of the biggest achievement for many of our students was the successful 
completion of OLNA.  This is an online literacy and numeracy assessment. It is 
designed to enable students to successfully meet the Western Australian Certifi cate 
of Education (WACE) requirement of demonstrating the minimum standard of 
literacy and numeracy. Congratulations to those that have completed 1, 2 or 3 of 
these over the last assessment and good luck in Semester 2.  The dates for these 
have now been updated in the College term planner with results available from 19 
October.

Congratulations also to the Year 12s who have fi nished the EST’s recently and to 
those students who have completed Year 12 ATAR Semester 1 exams. It has been a 
challenge for both students and staff  to cover all content prior to these two essential 
curriculum requirements and in all cases the students took the pressure of these in 
their stride, well done and thank you.

ATAR

This year the College is using Elevate 
Education as a tool to help improve 
students study techniques and exam 
preparation.  All of the students found the 
sessions in 2019 helpful and they will be 
back in Term 3 to give our Year 11 and 12 
ATAR students support in preparing for 
Semester 2 exams.  

ATAR Semester Two Examinations

Year 11 Semester 1 exams will be held 
from 29th July to 31st July.  The decision 
to push exams into next term allowed the 
Year 11s to gain a further understanding 
of core concepts prior to these important 
building blocks for our ATAR students. 

Year 12 Semester 2 exams begin Monday 
21st September and continue until 
Wednesday 25th September.  Year 11 
Semester 2 Exams will be in Term 4 as 
will the ATAR WACE exams.  The exam 
period is a particularly stressful time for 
students, however with good preparation 
and confi dence with one’s knowledge, all 
participants who sit their exams should 
feel as though they can achieve positive 
results.  

General 12 Tests

All Year 12 General students are reminded 
that for the last two weeks of Term 3 we 
will be conducting end of semester tests, 
exit testing and surveys.  These test will 
be the fi nal component of the various 
diff erent course requirements and as 
such all students are reminded to be 
present during this time.

University Applications

Applications for 2020 university admission  
are open and close on 30th September at 
11:00pm. Applications are made online 
through TISC www.tisc.edu.au  There has 
already been a signifi cant improvement 
in our university applications this year. 
If you would like your child to apply for 
university in 2021, the College is more 
than happy to help your child through this 
process.  They can make an appointment 
to see Mr Jasper who will help them with 
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Trades
Well, hasn’t it been an interesting year so far. Teaching without students is just not the 
same, so it is fantastic to have everyone back and to actually spend some time back 
in the workshops. Students have come back ready to work and feedback from staff  is 
that they are pretty motivated and getting through the work.

Year 12

The Year 12s have approximately six cycles le   
at the College.  It would be helpful if parents 
reinforced how little time students have le   
to encourage them to stay motivated. It also 
highlights that any absences from their classes 
can have a large impact on their results.

Reports

All parents are encouraged to contact subject 
teachers if they would like to discuss their son’s 
or daughter’s report. Parents are welcome to visit 
the workshops and view student projects when 
visiting the College.

Trade Tour 

Usually our Trade Tour would have happened during this term. For obvious reasons 
this has been postponed and a date will be set for next term once bookings can be put 
in place and students canvassed for expressions of interest.

Projects - Engineering and Furnishing

Students working in Furnishing and 
Engineering are commencing or continuing 
work on major projects. So that there are no 
surprises parents need to discuss their son’s 
or daughter’s projects with them to ensure 
they are making something appropriate. 
Some form of contact is needed between 

parents and teachers. Be it a phone call or email letting us know that they are aware 
of their child’s project. Some projects are very expensive and I would like parents to 
be aware of the costs associated with the projects selected by their son or daughter.

Accounts – Engineering and Furnishing 

Parents may be receiving interim 
material accounts in the near 
future. We ask that 50% of the 
estimated cost of the project be 
paid prior to commencement. 
This in reality does not quite 
happen as we try to eliminate 
delays in students starting major 
projects and payments are made 
a  er commencing.

  Mr Stephen Prangnell

Head of Trades

the online application process.  Students 
must come to this appointment 
prepared with their  student number, 
course preferences and preferred 
university.  There is a fee of $55.00 that 
will need to be paid by the student or 
parent a  er the application has been 
lodged.  

Please note that students who intend 
to defer for a year (take a gap year) also 
need to apply this year and then choose 
to defer when they are off ered a place 
in a course.  There are also numerous 
alternative entry pathways, early off er 
and principal recommendation entry 
pathways available to students.  These 
applications require the students to 
fi ll in a form and make a personal 
statement about their future ambitions 
and suitability for university study.  
They also require a reference from the 
principal.  It is advisable to start the 
process now if you are seeking this entry 
pathway.

If you have any questions regarding the 
process or about university courses and 
entry pathways, please contact Paul 
Jasper.

Thinking about going to University?

There are several options for students 
who wish to apply for University.  All 
of the major universities have several 
options for applying and also off er 
bridging or Uni Enabling courses or 
portfolio entry pathways.  Please visit 
their websites for information.

If you are doing ATAR you need to apply 
through TISC (Tertiary Institutions 
Service Centre). 
•  University of Western Australia 
www.uwa.edu.au
•  Murdoch University 
www.murdoch.edu.au
•  Edith Cowan University 
www.ecu.edu.au
•  Curtin University 
www.curtin.edu.au
•  University of New England (UNE) 
www.une.edu.au

Mr Paul Jasper

Head of Curriculum
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Finance
Due to the diff icult times we have been facing in Term 2 with COVID, I would like to 
thank parents for their support and patience.

Telephone

The College has had a new phone system put in place. The number is still 96 352 
100. The off ice is open from 8.00am to 4.00pm, Monday – Friday.  When you call 
the College, your call will be answered automatically and you can select from the 
following options:
1 - Farm
2 - Residential
3 - Finance
4 - Administration

Residential Fees

Just a few reminders for the end of Semester One. The 3rd instalment and fi nal 
payment of boarding fees are due by 20 July, unless prior arrangements have been 
made with me for a payment plan. Statements were posted to families last week.

COVID cleaning

The department of education funded schools with additional cleaning time in schools 
and residence. I would like to thank the cleaning staff  for their eff ort in ensuring that 
these areas have been cleaned and sanitised around the clock. They have done an 
amazing job.

Mrs Laura McCart

Manager Corporate Services

Residential
College Photos

College photos will be taken at the College on Monday 24th August commencing at 
8.00am. Your child has been given an order envelope to take home so  if you wish to 
order photos, please fi ll out the envelope and return it to Administration as soon as 
possible.

College Ball

The College Ball will be held at the Pan Pacifi c on Saturday 29th August. Students 
wishing to hire a suit for the occasion will be able to do so through Ferrari Formal 
Wear. Suit selection and measurement will be done on 19th August at 12.45pm in the 
seminar room. 

Students will be able to bring a partner to the Ball dependent on numbers and 
signed Guest Agreement forms being returned to the College by the due date. 
Parents will have an opportunity to take photos before the Ball during the Pre-Ball 
welcome session. Friday 28th August is a pupil free day so students will have time on 
this day to get their spray tans, haircuts, nails, beauty appointments, hairdressing 
appointments. 

There will be an opportunity for both Year 11 and 12 parents to get together and 
socialise over dinner while the Ball is on.  More details will be sent out once the time 
and venue is confi rmed, so mark the date in your calendar.

College Uniform

If your child is missing items of the 
College uniform, please get them to 
check with the laundry before you 
purchase new clothing.  There are 
numerous items of clothing that do not 
have a name marked on them as can be 
seen in the photos. Please remember 
that Residential Staff  do have laundry 
marker pens if your child’s name needs 
to be put on clothing.

Grooming

Unfortunately Term Two has seen a 
number of students either return to 
the College with unacceptable haircuts 
or in some instances given themselves 
or other students a haircut.  Please 
remember there is a grooming 
policy and students will have a hair 
appointment made to rectify the 
problem at their expense. 

Reach Boarding

Thank you to the students who self-
drive who are returning to the College 
by 7.30pm on Sunday nights, this has 
resulted in a more orderly and timely 
return for both staff  and students. 
Please remember that if your child 
is traveling with another student or 
parent that this needs to be indicated 
in the notes section of the leave 
application. Please also remember if 
your child is attending appointments 
this information also needs to be in the 
notes section.

Compulsory Stay-In Weekend

A compulsory stay-in weekend is 
planned for 5th – 6th September, this is 
the weekend a  er the closed weekend.
Two students have been to see me 
and are putting together a program 
of mixed sports where students will 
be allocated to a faction to compete 
against each other with a prize being 
awarded to the winning faction. This is 
a great initiative by the students.
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Along with this we 
enjoyed a town run 
in Northam on a 
Wednesday a  ernoon, 
followed by a BBQ 
dinner cooked by us. 

A couple of weeks in we 
got some good news, 

we got to leave early on two nights of the week! This was followed by a takeaway 
dinner on one of those nights. Leaving time for the bus also got pushed back to 
6:30am allowing some of us to get some more sleep. Over the time we were there 
we only had two of us miss the bus by sleeping in. This was a good eff ort as we all 
know teenagers are not morning people. 

When we fi nally got 
the all clear to move 
back to Cunderdin 
there were some 
mixed feelings 
but now we are all 
settled in and life 
feels just that little 
bit more normal. 
On behalf of the 
Year 11 students 
who stayed at 
Muresk, we would like to thank all staff  members who made the journey with us 
each day, especially Mr McCart, Mr Epps and Mr Prangnell for driving us all there 

and back with little 
to no sleep and 
Mrs McCart, Mrs 
Panizza, Ms Gillies 
and Ms Wilson for 
looking a  er us 
too. Thank you all 
so much!

Fraser Hagboom, 

Charlotte Crossen 

and Chloe Taylor

Farm 
The fi rst week of term started with silence across the campus.  Students had 
not yet returned to the College, but our Technical Off icers were still very busy 
in delivering online learning materials to assist students in achieving their 
Certifi cate II in Agriculture. This time away for students gave an opportunity for a 
lot of third-party reports to be completed at home. This was very benefi cial when 
students returned to the College, with a large number of students achieving their 
Certifi cate II in Agriculture. Our Certifi cate III in Agriculture and Pork Production 
students are now hard at work demonstrating practical skills like fencing, 

Grass area/Landscaping

The new grass area should be able to be used 
by students at the beginning of Term Three.  
Thank you to the students for your patience 
while the restoration process was in place.

During the term break, the College grounds 
will be getting a face li   with landscapers 
removing some plants and replacing them 
with more waterwise plants resulting in water 
use reduction for the College.

Mr Darryl McCart

Residential Manager 

Staying at Muresk
It was good news to be heading back to school 
a  er Covid-19 isolation, but who would have 
thought that half the Year 11 cohort were 
going to university so soon? The Muresk 
facilities seemed like a ghost town when we 
arrived. 

In the fi rst week, we only got to see Muresk in 
the light once. Waking up at 5.30am to catch 
the bus at 6:10am and arriving back at 7:00pm 
made for a long day. No one complained as 
we all were under the same conditions. The 
night life made up for it though. Muresk had 
an old stable, once a bar as some may know, 
but currently as a recreation room it made a 
good hangout place for all of us to socialise. 
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TO’s and their students to identify weeds 
and look at crop stage to now determine 
our post emergent spray and fertiliser 
program.

Our cattle enterprise has welcomed 17 
calves, with 4 cows still to calve, which 
has shown the new bull purchased last 
year “Norse” was very busy over the 
mating period. Students have been busy 
installing new electric fencing to sort 
cattle out ready for the AI program which 
will begin on 22nd July.  In the piggery 
students have been very busy in ensuring 
the piggery is at full production with 
on average 50 piglets born a fortnight 
and our 100kg fi nisher pigs are sold at 
18 weeks of age. Certifi cate III in Pork 
Production students have successfully 
selected, mated, pregnancy tested their 
gilts and now are monitoring them 
through gestation ready for farrowing 
in Term 3. The sheep enterprise has 
welcomed embryo transfer and stud 
Poll Dorset lambs with fantastic birthing 
weights. The prime lambs were marked 
and achieved 125% lambing percentage. 
Merinos are still lambing at present, 
although numbers are looking excellent. 
We look forward for the students to return 
in Term 3 for lamb marking and to achieve 
their “Identify and mark” competency. 

We wish the students a fantastic school 
holidays and look forward to seeing you 
at the beginning of Term 3 armed with 
your licences and safety glasses. 

Mr Daniel de Beer

Farm Manager

installing water tanks, mix and milling pig feed, pregnancy testing and artifi cially 
inseminating pigs to achieve competencies. Wednesday night prep training sessions 
have helped students gain the knowledge to go towards Certifi cate III units and we 
look forward to seeing a few assignments completed over the term break. 

Term Two we welcomed 
to the Farm area Ms Grace 
Davey who is acting Piggery 
Manager. She has kept the 
piggery running smoothly, 
while Mrs Maddi Corsini has 
been acting Assistant Farm 
Manager. Mrs Corsini has been 
busy ensuring students are 
rostered in all enterprises to 
gain the skills and knowledge 
to achieve their certifi cates. Ms Jilli Wegner has joined us as a relief Technical Off icer 
who has brought a wealth of skills, knowledge and experience to the team.     

Students returned to the College 
and we went back to on-farm 
training. We would like to thank 
all the students for returning with 
a fantastic work ethic and positive 
approach to their practical skills 
to achieve competencies. Year 11 
students have been working on 
attaining their licences so they 

are able to operate more vehicles and machinery on the farm. Year 12s had a huge 
involvement in assisting our Cropping Technical Off icers with the seeding plan.  We 
fi nished seeding on the 12th June, with 50 
seeding competencies achieved and just 
in time for some lovely rain, which helped 
with germination soon a  er. A week later 
we had a massive dust storm which severely 
damaged our lupin crops in paddock 74, but 
the rain made our canola crop in paddock 41 
jump out of the ground.  Since then all crops 
have germinated and are looking good.  Our 
agronomist went around with the cropping 
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Follow us on Facebook WA College of Agriculture - Cunderdin

Follow us on Instagram at @cunderdinagcollege

DIARY DATES
Friday 3rd July End of Term Two

College closes 4.00pm
Sunday 19th July Students return a  er 4.00pm
Monday 20th July Term Three commences 8.00am
Wednesday - Friday 29th - 31st July Year 11 Semester One ATAR Exams
Wednesday 19th August Ferrari Formal Wear on site for suit 

fi ttings
Monday 24th August College Photos - Staff  & Students
Thursday 27th August CLOSED WEEKEND

College closes 4.00pm
Friday 28th August CLOSED WEEKEND
Saturday 29th August CLOSED WEEKEND

College Ball
Sunday 30th August CLOSED WEEKEND

Students return a  er 4.00pm
Friday 4th September COLLEGE OPEN DAY
Saturday - Sunday 5th - 6th September COMPULSORY STAY-IN WEEKEND
Monday - Wednesday 21st - 23rd September Year 12 Semester Two ATAR Exams
Friday 25th September End of Term Three

College Board Meeting 2.00pm
College closes 4.00pm


