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Congratulations to the  

Class of 2018! 



 
 

Principal - Mrs Sally Panizza 

 VALEDICTORY 

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 for their 

successful completion of two years at WACOA 

Cunderdin. It was a pleasure to celebrate their 

achievements with family and friends on the 9 

November. Our 61 graduating students managed to 

achieve 281 qualifications between them, a new 

record for the College. In particular, I would like to 

congratulate our Dux of the College, Emily 

Hourigan and our Runner Up Dux and VET Dux, 

James Thomas. 

I would like to especially thank our sponsors, both 

for the Year 12 awards and also the Year 11 

scholarships. The level of support our College 

receives from local businesses and the wider 
community is amazing.  

 

STAFF FAREWELLS AND WELCOME 

We had a lovely morning tea last week to farewell 

three long serving staff members who have retired, 

with 54 years service between them! Thankyou 

Karen Rudland, Marion Evans and Elaine 

Chatfield, we wish you all the best in your 

retirement.  

 

We also farewell Chris Dougall, who is returning 

to his permanent position at Wongan Hills DHS, and 

thank him for teaching Maths here for the last two 

years. We are very pleased to announce Nadine 

Smith as our permanent Maths teacher for 2019. 

Nadine is an experienced Maths teacher who is 
currently at Geraldton Secondary College. 

 

PEER MENTORS 

One of the suggestions that has stemmed from our 

weekly morning tea with the Principal, is to have a 

buddy system to help induct new Year 11s to the 

College. Our current Year 11s felt this would help 

new students settle more quickly and improve 

relations between the Year 11 and Year 12 students.  

Last Tuesday night during prep Darryl and I met 

with all students. Each current Year 11 was assigned 

an incoming student and wrote a letter as their peer 

mentor. In the letter they introduced themselves, let 

them know what was great about the College, gave 

some tips about what to bring and how to settle into 

the College quickly and also offered to answer any 

questions or have a chat over the school holidays if 

needed.  

I was so impressed with how seriously the students 

embraced the concept of peer mentoring and there 
were some lovely, welcoming letters that will be 

posted out this week. Thank you to Leanne 

Sjollema for assisting Darryl and I during the prep 

session. 

 

TIMETABLE RESTRUCTURE 

After a semester at the College and feedback 

received through our surveys last term, it was clear 

to me that we needed to build more flexibility and 

support into our class timetable to better enable 

success for all students in 2019. Staff and students 

have been consulted widely and I would like to 

particularly acknowledge the work of Paul Jasper 

and Leanne Sjollema in leading the designing of 

our new timetable. Further details are available in 

the Head of Curriculum report in this newsletter. 

 

PRINCIPAL RECOMMENDATION LETTERS  

Just a reminder that any Year 12s who would like a 

principal recommendation letter as part of their 

university entry portfolio will need to email me 

directly at sally.panizza@education.wa.edu.au  

 

I would like to take 

this opportunity to 

wish all students, 

staff and their 

families a wonderful 

Christmas, a good 

harvest for those on 
farms and a relaxing 

holiday break. 

I look forward to our Year 11s returning as Year 12s 

in 2019 and welcoming our new Year 11s at the 

commencement of Term 1. 



  

Class - Mr Paul Jasper 

All the best to the Year 12 students who recently 

graduated from the College. There has been some 

fantastic achievements over the past two years at 

the College and we all wish you the very best for 

your future endeavours. Please drop in, say hello 

and let us know what you are up to in the future.  

Year 12 ATAR students have recently completed 

their WACE examinations and now have the long 

wait until the results are released. Well done for 

sticking with the ATAR course and completing your 

exams. Thank you to our ATAR teachers for your 

dedication to the ATAR course and doing that bit 

extra to ensure the students success.  

 

All Year 11 students will soon be receiving their 
Semester 2 report. Please keep in mind the 

following when reading your child’s report. Grades 

are allocated in accordance with the grade 

descriptors provided to us by the School 

Curriculum and Standards Authority. All tasks 

completed throughout the year contribute to the 

overall mark for the course and are in line with the 

grade descriptors.  

The allocation of a ‘C’ grade indicates that your 

child is performing at the expected level for the 

course and this is a satisfactory result.  

 

I would like to make mention of the Class staff Mr 

Christopher Dougall, Mr Justin Fox, Mrs 

Annette Fox, Ms Katherine Morrison, Miss 

Leanne Sjollema, thank you for your hard work 

and dedication this year. Mrs Leanne Childs our 

Education Assistant – working specifically with the 

OLNA students and those with IEP’s, Mrs Anita 

Sullivan our Librarian and Mr Stephen Skinner 

with IT. Special mention to Mr David Hovell and 

Mrs Jaime Garrett who both have also spent time 

in the school working with our students and doing a 

fair chunk of relief for us. Finally Mr Travis 

Hooper who supports the staff and students in all 

aspects of the College but especially the Curriculum 

area. They have worked tirelessly during the year to 

provide the students with the best possible learning 

opportunities during the year, building on individual 

achievements and successes. 

 

Mr Christopher Dougall came to the College in 

2017 and I would like to thank him for taking on the 
role of Mathematics. His experience and level head 

has meant that the class staff not only had a person 

with great skills and expertise but he was also a 

mentor to many of us here. An indication of his 

dedication and perseverance to and with the 

students can be highlighted by the success of 

students in the Mathematics program and the 

achievements and progress of students involved in 

Numeracy intervention. Thank you for your 

dedication and we wish Christopher all the best 

for his return to his permanent position at Wongan 

Hills District High School and look forward to many 

of your students coming to us with great 

Mathematics skills. 

 

All the very best to the students and their families 

for a safe and happy summer holiday period. 

 
Upcoming events at The University of Notre Dame  
 

Twilight Tours  
6 December, 6.00pm 
Ever wondered about the history of Freo's West End?  
Explore our town university on a personalised twilight tour. You can find out about the secrets of times 
past and discover our historic buildings which are now home to Australia's #1 university for quality of 
educational experience. 
 

1-on-1 Advice Sessions 
26 November to 6 December 
Considering your uni options but unsure of the right degree for you? 
Meet 1-on-1 with our advisors, who can introduce you to a range of programs, pathways and study options that 
align with your strengths and interests. 
 

Register today at www.notredame.edu.au/events  
For further information, contact Notre Dame on future@nd.edu.au or 9433 0533 

http://www.notredame.edu.au/events


  

You may have heard that there is going to be a 

significant change in the timetable structure within 

the class area in 2019. In recent years, 33% of all 

students were enrolled in the ATAR class as the 

other two General classes were full at 25 students 

each. This resulted in some students enrolling in 

ATAR who would have preferred a General 

pathway and then a lack of flexibility in referring 

ATAR students back to General due to poor ATAR 

performance. Additionally, the introduction of 

OLNA requirements as a prerequisite to gain a 

WACE certificate has added another layer of need 
to the classing structure.  
 

We have also reflected on ways to “work smarter” 

looking for links between class, farm and D&T. 

Certificates completed at farm and D&T have a 

written theory component that we have identified 

as an issue, particularly for students with literacy 

difficulties and it makes sense for increased support. 

The new timetable has the addition of a third 

General stream, allowing for smaller classes and 

targeted support.  Through preferences and careful 

planning, the students have either chosen Animal 

Production Systems or Plant Production Systems as 

their Science based subject to study alongside 

Mathematics and English. This has freed up four 

periods in class for General students to work on 

completing certificate requirements of the courses 

they are studying on farm. For example, a 

Certificate III Pork Production student would have 

Animal Production Systems, English, Maths and 

dedicated time to complete cert theory 

requirements.   
 

This timetable also better caters for the students 

needing to pass OLNA.  During their assigned four 

periods for certs, support from additional staff will 

assist in the written theory component. Not all 

students in the third General class would need to 

pass OLNA however this class would generally have 

smaller numbers to allow for individual targeted 

support. 
 

This is a massive culture change for the College and 

no doubt we will continue to refine and improve the 

structure once underway. I would urge any parents 

confused about this process or what it means to 

their son/daughter to give me a call. Thank you to all 

the staff who have invested a lot of time and energy 

into restructuring, this change should enable our 

students to achieve at a higher level and support 

those that need it the most. 

Design & Technology - Mr Stephen Prangnell 

The Year 12 Valedictory was an excellent day. It’s 

pleasing to see the Year 12s come back for the day 

and receive acknowledgement for their efforts over 

the last two years. It has also been great to hear on 

the grapevine about several students landing 

apprenticeships. 

This has been a year full of activity for the Design 

and Technology staff. Apart from the usual work 

and training package development staff have been 

involved in range of activities including the Surf 

Camp, Trade Tour, After hours workshop, Country 

Week and the Woodshow to name a few. 

With this in mind I would like to thank Ben Elliott, 

Troy Boromoni, Brandon Skinner and Keith 

Thompson for their efforts this year.  They are 

dedicated people who ensure the outcomes for 

students are maximised. 

 

The Year 11s have had a successful 

year in Design and Technology. 

Most students have completed the 

necessary requirements and much 

of the Training Package work will 

carry into next year. There have 

been some excellent projects 
completed and many will carry 

over for completion next year.  

Project accounts will also be ongoing and you may 

receive accounts for completed projects or balances 

to date. 

New Timetable 2019 



 

Manager Corporate Services - Mrs Laura McCart 

Methods of payment: 
 

ELECTRONIC BANKING 

Name of Account:     WA College of Agriculture –      

                                Cunderdin 

Bank:                        Bendigo Bank 

BSB Number:            633 000  

Account Number:     155 427 040 

Reference:                Your child’s student number 
 

EFTPOS FACILITY 

There is EFTPOS available at the front office for 

payments. 

You can also call the College between 8.00am – 

4.00pm Monday to Friday, to make over the phone 

payments. 
 

CHEQUES 
 

Cheques can be made out to WA College of 

Agriculture - Cunderdin and posted to PO Box 132 

Cunderdin WA 6407. 

The boarding fees for 2019 have been set at 

$8,685.00 by the Government.  If parents are applying 

for Assistance for Isolated Children, you can request 

that the payment come direct to the College so that 

you do not have to be concerned with 

payments.  The reference number that you quote is 

555014090S.  

  

We are in the process of crediting all the parents 

from Year 12 who had overpaid their fees and 

charges.  The funds should now be in your account 

shortly.  Year 11 students who have credit on their 

account will be rolled over to 2019 unless parents 

wish to have a refund.  

  
Year 11 parents who still owe money please be aware 

that the policy to board at the College are as follows:  

No student will be permitted to commence Year 

12 as a residential student unless prior repayment 

arrangements have been made with the Business 

Manager to clear outstanding fees from 2018.   If 

you have any queries regarding 2018 or 2019 fees and 

charges, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

  

The information packages for 2019 have been 

posted.  The Contribution and Charges List is an 

indication of the maximum that it could cost to send 

your child to the College.  A statement will be sent 

out in Term One.  Please ensure you order the books 

you require for your child before Friday 14 

December online as per instructions on the Book 

List.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

everyone on my team Christine, Felicity, Rebecca, 

Karen, Lisa and Jane in the front office, Julie in 

farm,  Anita in Library,  Steve in IT and Leanne in 

Class.  The College would be lost without you.  

  

Last but not least I hope you all have 

a fantastic Christmas and a safe New 

Year.  Look forward to seeing you all 

in 2019.  



 
 

 

Residential Manager - Mr Darryl McCart 

Congratulations to the Year 12 graduating class of 

2018. All students looked tremendous in their 

Valedictory gown and sashes. Congratulations also 

to students who received awards in recognition of 

the hard work they put in over their two years at 

the College.  

 

Student Council 

The 2019 Student Council was elected by staff and 

students. Congratulations to Rael Curtin, Macey 

Hill, Joel Nicholson, 

Kristina Howard, Kurt 

R i c h a r d s ,  A s h l e e 

Topham, Kristopher 

Parsons and Jarrod 
West. The first official 

task for the Student 

Council will be to attend 

Induction Days with the 

Year 11s.  

During the Year 12 

Valedictory ceremony our 

2019 Head Students were 

announced.      

Congratulations to Macey 

Hill and Joel Nicholson. 

 

The Student Councillors are required to be at 

the College by 10.30am Saturday 2 February 

2019. 

 

Return Dates 2019 

Year 11 Induction Day is Saturday 2 February.  

Students are to arrive between 10.30am-11.30am. 

Students will settle into allocated rooms during this 

time. Lunch will also be available in the dining room 

for parents and students. 

Year 12s return Sunday 3 February between 

3.00pm – 5.00pm. An evening meal will be 

provided so it is essential that students return 

during these times. The return time has been 

reviewed and changed as students will be moving 

into new dormitories. 

Can parents please adhere to these times as it helps 

the return program run smoothly. 
 

Uniforms 

Can parents of students that are in Year 12 next 

year please check with their child that all parts of 

their Class and Farm uniform still fit them prior to 

them returning to the College next year as a 

number of students have out-grown some of their 

uniform. This includes ripped, torn and Hi Viz that is 

not able to be mended or cleaned satisfactorily. Also 

included in this are belts, school shoes and work 

boots. 

 

Vehicle Forms 

Year 12s are reminded that you must have a signed 

vehicle permission form on file BEFORE you return 

to the College with your vehicle. These forms are 

available from the front office or myself upon 

request. This has to be done at the start of each 

year. Please be aware that any breaches of the 
policy will result in you taking your car home and 

leaving it there for the equivalent of one term.  

 

Reach Boarding 

2018 Year 11 parent and student details for Reach 

Boarding will remain the same next year. Login and 

passwords will not change so parents and students 

will be able to continue on as they have this year. 

A reminder that cut off times for leave applications 

will remain the same as this year which is 8pm 

Wednesday night.  

If parents or  students submit leave and selects 

“Another student driving” they will be required to 

put the student driving the vehicle name in the 

notes section.  

Parents are reminded if there are changes to leave 

arrangements they are to submit a new leave 

application, not ring Residential Staff. If this is not 

possible, please contact the senior staff member on 

call on 0436 606 857. Students who ”forget” to 

submit leave will obviously be staying in for the 

weekend as staff are spending too much time 

submitting leave for students. 

Students leaving early on Fridays or returning late 

on Mondays for medical appointments will need to 

provide evidence of the appointment, otherwise it 

will be marked as an unacceptable absence which 

will be reflected on their reports. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A SAFE 
FESTIVE SEASON TO ALL PARENTS 

AND STUDENTS. LOOK FORWARD 

TO SEEING YOU ALL IN 2019. 



 
 

As we head in to the end of Term Four, at the 

speed of light, we have to pause and give everyone 

an update of what happened since our last 

newsletter… 

 

The Perth Royal Show came and everyone shone!  

We won Farm Skills AGAIN!  

Here is a list of a few of the awards:  

 

Novice shearing:    

4th Mitchell Applegate & 5th Ashton 

Hagboom 

 

Novice Wool handling:  

4th James Thomas 

 

National Development Wool Handling:   

1st James Thomas & 4th Courtney Garlett 

 

Merino Wether Challenge:  
1st in the Sheep value section 

1st in the Overall competition 

 

State Championships for Junior Merino Judging: 

1st Jake Garlick, 2nd Kurt Richards    

State Championships for Junior Wool Judging:   

1st Oaklee Treasure, 3rd Georgia Dawes  

 

State Championships for Junior Meat sheep 

judging:  

2 entries from Cunderdin. Jake Garlick & Jarrod 

West were unplaced though were in the final 

selection. 

 

Merino Breeders Challenge: 

Shearing:  

1st Ashton Hagboom & 3rd Jake Garlick 

 

Wool handling: 

1st Courtney Garlett   & 2nd James Thomas 
 

 Merino selection: 

1st Aaron Steele & 2nd Bonnie Telfer 

 

Overall winner by a margin of 49 points was 

Cunderdin. 

 

Poll Dorset sheep 

5th in Greyhome Production pair of sheep 

3rd in mature ewe class 

 

Wool – we sent up 6 fleeces 

1st Super fine rams fleece 

2nd Fine wool fleece ewe or wether 

2nd Pair of fine wool fleeces 

3rd super fine fleece ewe or wether 

3rd fine wool pair of fleeces 

 

Two cattle students were chosen to do the Low 

Stress Stock Handling Course at no cost. It was a 

great event and a skill these students can use to 

confidently handle livestock for the rest of their 

lives.   

 

We have rolled up 250 bales of silage, 320 round 

bales and 400 square bales of hay.  The students and 

Technical Officers got stuck into it and all the hay 

was in the shed within a week.  Well done!   

 

The Year 12 students have done the hard work and 
received their Certificate II in Agriculture.  We had 

a few students came back to finish of their 

Certificate III in Pork Production and Certificate III 

in Agriculture, which is a great achievement. 

 

Farm - Mr Daniel de Beer 



 

 

 

Then the big green header arrived and just like that, 

we had students lining up to put their names down 

for harvest.  Students were rostered on in pairs, 

one in the header and one in the chaser bin, and 

before we knew it our first load of oats was 

delivered on the 7 November 2018. 

 

The Valedictory was our last chance to say goodbye 

to the Year Twelves.  A ute load of awards were 

given out, everyone had an amazing lunch and the 

new Student Council Head Boy and Girl were 

announced.  Then the last photos and goodbyes sent 

the Year Twelves of 2018 into the scary and exciting 

world out there. 

 
Now it was time for harvest of a different kind, our 

donor ewes were brought in, for the embryo 

transplant program, to harvest some embryos.  The 

students were all hands on, getting ewes ready and 

assisting the vet.  The harvest was very successful 

and now we are transplanting them into receptor 

ewes and wait to see little lambs on the ground next 

year… We will watch this space in anticipation!  

 

All-in-all a great term for everyone.  Thank you to 

all Farm staff and students that make the College 

great!  I wish everyone a great and prosperous 2018 

harvest, blessed Christmas and happy new 2019!       

 

 

 

ERTECH CONSTRUCTION ACADEMY SUMMER SCHOOL 

Muresk Institute are hosting a Summer School course for ERTECH Civil Construction that may be of 
interest to Year 11 or 12 students. Units for loader, tractor, skid steer and plant operations can be 
completed towards a Cert II in Civil construction. Students can now submit an EOI for the 5 day course 29 
January – 2 February 2019 at $450-00 all inclusive. Further details can be found on the link below: 
  
https://www2.dtwd.wa.gov.au/mureskinstitute/find-a-course/industry/short-course?courseid=73   

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww2.dtwd.wa.gov.au%2Fmureskinstitute%2Ffind-a-course%2Findustry%2Fshort-course%3Fcourseid%3D73&data=02%7C01%7Csally.panizza%40education.wa.edu.au%7C2a1ba49eb4644ed776d708d651099b34%7Ce08016f9


 
 

 

Valedictory Awards 2018 
Award Donor Student Name 

Butcher shop MBL Madison Zweck 

Beef Production Kader Boot Company Jarrod Darlow 

Sheep & Wool Production Farmways Cunderdin Jake Garlick 

Pig Production Myora Piggery Jessie Osboine 

Grain Production Hon Rick Mazza, MLC Baden Kennedy 

Farm Workshop Hutton & Northey – Cunderdin Tyler Di Fulvio 

Animal Production Systems (GEN) Milne Agri group Lynayha Wells 

Animal Production Systems (ATAR) Reg Maddock Emily Hourigan 

English (GEN) Cunderdin Farmers Co-operative Nerida Evans 

English (ATAR) Rotary Club of Cunderdin Emily Hourigan 

Mathematics (GEN) Cunderdin Transport Jessie Osboine 

Mathematics (ATAR) Ag Implements Emily Hourigan 

Plant Production Systems (GEN) Bendigo Bank Lynayha Wells 

Plant Production Systems (ATAR) Baxter’s Rural Centre Emily Hourigan 

Sportsperson of the Year Harry and Claire Taylor Riley Hill 

Automotive Workshop Wheatbelt Motors Travis Yeats 

Engineering Midalia Steel Harrison Duperouzel 

Furnishing Lions Club - Cunderdin Jack Welsh 

General Construction Mr Rupert Weller Baden Kennedy 

Lions Club of Cunderdin Robert Jenzen 
Memorial Best all rounder 

Lions Club Jessie Osboine 

Most Consistent – D&T Hon Darren West MLC Rhys Eyre 

Most Consistent – Farm Hon Colin De Grussa MLC Mitchell Applegate 

Residential Bendigo Bank Bonnie Telfer 

John Steel Personal Excellence Award Steel family Ashton Hagboom 

Australian Defence Forces Leadership Australian Defence Forces Bonnie Telfer 

Most Improved Student Ms Mia Davies  MLA Austin Smith 

Excellence in VET Australian Super Jessica Cox 

VET Dux WACOA – Cunderdin James Thomas 

Runner up to Dux WACOA – Cunderdin & Farm Advisory Council James Thomas 

Dux Pastoralist and Graziers Association Emily Hourigan 

 

Scholarship Elders Farmways Courtney Garlett 

Scholarship WA Shearing Contractors / Prime Super / Neville Munns Mitchell Applegate 

Scholarship Safefarms WA  Award Baden Kennedy 

Scholarship Safefarms WA Award Auschem David Rowe 

Scholarship College Farm Dyllan Pimlott 

Scholarship Old Collegians Tim McLean 

Scholarship Royal Agricultural Society Tim McLean 

Scholarship GRDC 
Ashlee Topham, Walker Zweck, Daniel 

Lewis, Erin Hourigan 

Scholarship Wool Education Trust 
Kurt Richards, Kristina Howard, Oaklee 

Treasure 

Scholarship WA Farmers Isak Kuss 

Scholarship John Steel Year 11 Citizenship Award Madison Crossen 



 
 



Farm Duty Roster – Term 2 2017 
 

Reminder – Students will NOT be granted Weekend Leave when rostered on Farm Duty 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up... 

Friday 30 November Year 11s finish 

Thursday 14 December College closes 12.20pm 

Tuesday 29 January 2019 College office opens 8.00am 

Saturday 2 February 
Year 11 Induction from 10.30am (All Year 11 

students and Year 12 Student Councillors) 

Sunday 3 February All Year 12 students return  

between 3.00 - 5.00pm 

Thursday 28 February 

CLOSED WEEKEND 

Board Meeting 10.00am 

Year 11 & 12 Luncheon 

College closes 3.00pm 

Monday 4 March 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Students return after 4.00pm 

Evening meal available if requested 

Friday - Sunday 22 - 24 March Autumn Carnival 

Thursday 11 April ANZAC Service 3.00pm 

Friday 12 April END OF TERM ONE 

College closes 12.20pm 

Sunday 28 April Students return after 4.00pm 

Evening meal available if requested 

Monday 29 April TERM TWO COMMENCES 8.00am 

                                                      WA College of Agriculture—Cunderdin 

                                                     257 Baxter Road  

                                                     PO Box 132 

                                                     CUNDERDIN   WA   6407 

                                                     (08) 9635 2100 

                                                          cunderdin.wacoa@education.wa.edu.au 

Visit our website at 

www.cunderdinag.wa.edu.au 
 

or Facebook page  

 

 

http://www.cunderdinag.wa.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/WA-College-of-Agriculture-Cunderdin-103475323346875/

