
Excellence and Innovation in Agricultural Education 

The 2017 College calendar has again produced outstanding results for our students. Students sat their Australian 
Tertiary Assessment Exams with sound results being achieved. Added to this 64 graduating students received a 
total of 279 Certificate II and Certificate III qualifications.  This resulted in an average of 4.4 Certificates per student.  
Sixteen students  received a Certificate III in Agriculture, eight students received a Certificate lll in Pork Production 
and eighteen students received the Certificate lll in Wool Clip Preparation.  There is now a wide range of 
qualifications and skill sets available to students in the Agricultural enterprises on our College Farm. 
The College as a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) was successful in being re-registered through the audit 
process to 2024. The College continues to strive through the College Business Plan to explore opportunities for our 
students to gain the highest qualifications and are currently exploring opportunities for a Certificate lll in Feedlot 
Operations and Certificate ll in Equine to be added to the College RTO scope.  
There have been numerous individual student achievements in 2017 including Jarrod Darlow, Luke Stevens and 
Kyle Reinke winning the ABC Heywire Storytelling competition and travelling to Canberra for a Youth Forum. Katie 
Larkman was awarded third place for the “Out of the Woods” Road Show in Claremont while Daniel Willmott 
received a Commendation.  Grace Davey and Danny Halligan were successful in state representation in the Wool 
Handling Development Team and Jayden Smith (2016) and Shannon McLean (2016) state representation for 
shearing.  In state Junior Judging  Shanie Morey received a second place for Meat Sheep judging, Bonnie Telfer 
received a second in Wool judging and Jake Garlick second in Merino judging.   
In team events, the girls were successful in winning the Grand Final of the Kellerberrin Netball competition and the 
hockey team won the Grand Final in the 17 and under Avon League Hockey. The College had a record six teams in 
the Farm Skills competition at the Royal Show and were placed first.  
The College again handed out over $30,000 in Scholarships, a testament to the strong industry support we have 
generated over many years. I would like to acknowledge Grain Research Development Corporation, Wool Wise and 
WA Farmers for supporting our Scholarship Program. 
2017 has seen the retirement of the face of our College in the front office Mrs Christine Fulwood after 29 years of 
service. Mr David De Meo returned to his role at Thornlie after serving as Principal for almost 12 months. Mr Kim 
Gray, Farm Manager resigned after 3 years at the College. Kim implemented many changes to the farm operation 
and will be greatly missed. Congratulations to Mr Shaun Byrnes Cattle Council Rising Champion and Wayne Laird 
state representative in the Wool Handling Development team and manager of the team . One of the strengths of 
this College is the additional support staff are prepared to offer for students in the numerous extracurricular 
activities.  
This year has included specialist instruction for those students requiring to pass their OLNA and the ATAR students 
having access to Elevate Education and Mastermind to hone in on their study skills.  A strong focus on farm has 
been around students achieving Certificate lll 
competencies and additional night classes have 
been put in place to support these students. 
The success of the students would not be possible 
without the strong support of our Agricultural 
Advisory Committee and the College Board. Thank 
you to Mr Rob Beard Chairman of the Agricultural 
Advisory Committee and Mrs Margaret Collins Chair 
of the Board for their strong leadership in providing 
advice and support for our College. 

 
Mr Bernard Beatty 

Principal 
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Congratulations to all Year 12 students of 
2017, this year we have witnessed some 
outstanding results and progress in the 
Curriculum area.  There have been many 
outstanding results from top 3 students in 
all the respective areas to passing OLNA 
requirements.  Special mention must go 
to the Dux - Isaac Stokes and Runner-Up 
Dux - Kaden Reynolds.  
Focus for the Class area continues to be 
improving students’ literacy and 
numeracy skills. This is achieved through 
our whole school literacy and numeracy 
plans, whilst at the same time providing opportunities for cross-
curricula experiences with the Farm and D&T areas of the 
College to support and enhance understanding of concepts 
covered in the class area. Our main focus is for students to 
obtain their WACE and to prepare students for the workforce 
and further education. 
We have had continued success with ABC Heywire competition 
with Jarrod Darlow being selected for his region. Jarrod 
travelled to Canberra early February and attended a Youth 
Forum with other winners.  
Students who do not meet Band 8 requirement in Year 9 must 
sit an OLNA assessment.  Many of the students have progressed 
over the two years they were here from Category 1 to Category 
3, indicating they had achieved the minimum requirements to 
graduate Year 12 and achieve their WACE certificate.  This 
achievement whilst for some is easy, can be a very daunting 
process.  Through collaboration with like schools our Education 
Assistant and the introduction of OLNAWA - an online study 
tool, the College has been able to increase its graduation rate 
from 94% in 2016 to 96% in 2017.  These results would be 
above the state average and those of like schools, a fantastic 
outcome for the College and one that we should celebrate. 
This year the College invested in Elevate Education a nationally 
recognised study skills company who aim to improve students’ 
performance through high impact study sessions. These 
services deliver ATAR Mathematics and English seminars to 
reinforce the knowledge taught by our ATAR team.  Feedback 
from the students was outstanding and the College will look to 
employ their services in 2018. 
Finally, Congratulations to all Year 12 students on the 
completion of your formal schooling. I wish you all the best for 
whatever your future brings and hope you have a healthy, 
happy and fulfilling life. 

Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 

 ATAR Participation Rank Median ATAR of TISC Applicants 

2014 25 49.4 

2015 28 59.5 

2016 14 80.5 

2017 19 51.3 

WACE Achievement 

 Eligible Yr 12 Students Percentage achieving WACE 

2014 51 98% 

2015 60 98% 

2016 60 94% 

2017 64 96% 

2017 what a year! We started out with the usual hot weather in January 
holidays and then school came back along with students. It was great to 
see some smiling faces happy to come back to start school as Year 11 and 
to finish Year 12. We had early rains in February with 64ml over 3 days. 
The Mortlock River was over it’s banks and the school was cut off from 
the town for about a week. Summer spraying really cranked up when the 
truck and hydra boom were able to get back onto the paddocks. In 
March we had 22ml and this only helped make the summer weeds grow 
to huge proportions. Along with our usual farming practices we had 
oodles of sheep feed. The extensively frosted wheat and triticale 
paddocks grew crops that would have yielded more than at harvest 
2016/2017. This all provided sheep feed which filled a huge gap from 
April through until July. 
Seeding was difficult with a few paddocks being left out of the program 
as there was little or no rain during April-June seeding time. Mostly there 
was a cloud of dust and even the DBS bar was having trouble getting 
penetration. We hosted a Seed Hawk demonstration and they too had 
difficulty getting a good seed bed. With seeding complete and some 
paddocks left out it rained. All in all the cropping side of the farm 
continues to support the learning for our students and this is one of our 
valuable areas. 
This year we continued with cattle feedlot activities using different 
breeds of animals which has proven to be a valuable learning tool for 
students. The “science” of running a feedlot has been demonstrated to 
students with recording of growth rates and the changing feed rations at 
different growth stages of animals. The set-up of yards, handling, record 
keeping and results demonstrated has been very useful, particularly for 
those students aiming to achieve a Certificate III in Agriculture. Students 
have been working at Kayla Feedlot at Tammin to supplement their 
learning activities with tasks at a Certificate II level.  
The adoption of Myora Genetics into the Piggery at the College has 
continued to progress this year. We are now selecting our own Gilts for 
breeding as our pigs reach market weights. There has been an increase in 
production due to batch farrowing being initiated. This has been an 
enormous effort getting 6 sows per group farrowing at the same time. 
This has allowed for a lift in production, more piglets to wean per batch 
and managing staff and training outcomes for students actively involved 
with the piggery. We have purchased 2 dome shelters for sow housing 
and along with the feeding stalls at the front of the domes we have seen 
a huge improvement in sow condition, reduction of bullying between 
sows at feeding time, a reduced incidence of return to service due to the 
lower stress levels and overall the sows are enjoying living in a straw 
based environment. 

Year 11 students complete classroom induction sessions prior to field 
work, including assessments on their ability to drive vehicles and operate 
machinery.  At the end of term one, they completed designated short 
courses including; Using Chemicals Safely, Senior First Aid, White Card, 
Firearm Safety and Bush Fire Awareness modules. Second term saw 
students attending farm sections in a more normal timetable. 
Year 12 students continued the training and assessment processes 
leading up to the issuing of certificates at graduation.  A number of 
students also completed their Certificate III in Wool Clip Preparation and 
Certificate III in Advanced Wool Handling, via CY O’Connor TAFE plus for 
the Certificate III in Pork Production. 
The sheep enterprise has had a stellar year. During lambing there was no 
green feed at all and we used all our oats stored on farm and thanks to 
Narrogin we were able to purchase additional oats and keep our flock in 
fine form. We had a lambing percentage of 118%.  There was not a blade 
of grass to be scene until mid-August so our sheep were firm friends with 
the sheep feeding trailer. We were able to utilize the lick feeders for each 
mob and these worked really well to ration the feed. 
Sheep & cattle numbers are fairly stable apart from a plan to increase our 
breeding cow numbers from 30 to 40 and add another 100 breeding 
ewes. 
 Alpacas – 9 
 Cattle – 75, 1 Bull, 35 cows, 15 heifers, 3 steers, 33 calves (10 

steers sold) 
 Pigs – 8 Boars, 62 sows, 11 gilts (414 finishers sold) 



It has been a satisfying year in Design and Technology.  We have 
had a very successful year in terms of outcomes for students.  
Feedback on the graduating group is that many landed 
apprenticeships, are continuing further study or have landed a 
job somewhere. Not many schools could boast the success we 
see with our students and it is gratifying to be a part of what they 
achieve. 
At Open Day we had the Visitors Choice and Professionals Choice 
Awards again this year. The students enjoy the opportunity to 
display their work and the possibility of picking up a prize. These 
were donated by the College. 
Professionals Choice Engineering  Kyle Reinke              Car Trailer 
Visitors Choice Engineering       Shane Sutherland   Plant Trailer 
Professionals Choice Furnishing    Katie Larkman         Blanket box  
                                                                                               & bedside cabinets 
Visitors Choice Furnishing      Damian Jenzen       Dining Table & Shoe  
                                                                                               Box/Bench 
The annual WA Wood Show was on at the Claremont Show 
grounds over the 4th-6th August. Student projects were entered 
into the "Out of the Woods" fine woodwork competition and 
were on display for the duration of the show.  
A great deal of work went into the preparation of projects for the 
competition and the students are to be congratulated on their 
success.  
Katie Larkman   Marri Blanket Box    3rd place 
Daniel Willmott Jarrah Dining Table  Commended 
The Design and Technology teachers 
work well as a team. Through their 
efforts student outcomes continue to 
be excellent.  

In 2017 there were 127 students in residence staying in one of 
the five dormitories on-site. 
A highlight of the year was North West Tour in Term Three, 
where for two weeks Year 11 students and nine staff  members 
headed to Broome via Newman, Karijini National Park and Port 
Hedland. Students were lucky enough to be able to visit 
Mowanjum to look at the centre pivot irrigation system which is 
being trialled by the Water Department. 
The return trip travelled to Dampier, 
Carnarvon, Geraldton and then home. 
Students who attended were able to see 
a number of industries that may interest 
them upon completion of Year 12 when 
they are looking to enter the workforce. 
The College Ball was held at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel where our expertly 
groomed students danced the night 
away. Congratulations to Chloe King and 

Kade Smith who 
were announced 
Belle and Beau 
of the Ball. 
We held many other events and 
excursions during the year which 
provided the students with a well-
rounded residential experience. 

Achievement of Multiple Level II and Level I, II, and III Certificates  

Number of  
Certificates Completed 

Student Numbers  
Level II Certificates 

Student Numbers 
Level I, II, and III Certificates 

1 0 0 

2 0 0 

3 34 29 

4 16 8 

5 13 10 

6 1 9 

7 0 8 

8 0 0 

Total Certificates Achieved 237 279 

National Training Packages 2017 Outcomes 
Full Certificate Achievement  (Total Graduates 64) 

Qualification 
Number  

Enrolled in  
Qualification 

Number 
 Completed 

 Qualification 

% Completion 
v 

Enrolment 

% Completion 
v 

Total Cohort 

Cert II in Agriculture 64 64 100 100 

Cert III in Agriculture 25 16 64 25 

Cert II in Shearing 11 10 91 15 

Cert II in Wool Handling 16 16 100 25 

Cert III in Wool Clip Preparation 18 18 100 28 

Cert III in Pork Production 11 8 73 12 

Cert II in Automotive Vocational 
Preparation 42 42 100 65 

Cert II in Engineering Pathways 55 55 100 86 

Cert II in Furnishing Making  
Pathways 25 25 100 39 

Cert II in Construction Pathways 25 18 72 28 

 

2017 Parent Survey Results 
97% of parents agreed or strongly agreed that the College 
 Encourages pride in achievements and a sense of self-worth 
91% of parents agreed of strongly agreed that the College 
 Strives for high standards of across all areas of activity and 

study 
 Is well organised and runs smoothly 
 Meets the needs of my child both at the College and in 

preparing him/her for the future 

2017 Graduate Destination Data 

 
EMPLOYMENT 

APPRENTICESHIP/

TRAINEESHIP  
FULL-TIME TAFE  UNIVERSITY  

UNKNOWN/

SEEKING WORK  TOTAL   
AGRICULTURE 

RELATED 

NON-AGRICULTURE 

RELATED 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

24 38 8 12 20 32 1 1 7 11 4 6 64 

 Merino Sheep –30 Rams, 1604 ewes, 20 wethers, 0 hoggets, 
1441 lambs (781 sheep sold) 

 Poll Dorset Stud – 5 rams, 78 ewes, 0 hoggets, 66 lambs (13 rams 
sold) 

 Wool Sales – 60 bales. 
 Poultry 145 Birds, 102 chickens 

Students are exposed to a wide range of 
animals at the College and all the various 
handling, feeding, mating and animal 
husbandry issues that they are likely to face 
while working in the livestock industry. This 
gives students a broad knowledge of the 
various livestock enterprises with many 
principles being transferable between the 
enterprises. 
Some of the procedures they are involved with 

are marking, weaning, drafting, drenching, vaccination, crutching, 
shearing, mating, artificial insemination, embryo transfer, feed mixing, 
animal selection, record keeping and low stress stock handling.  
Animals Processed through the Abattoir 2017 
Sheep – 52, Cattle – 14, Pigs – 61 
Students competed in various shows and competitions at offsite events 
including: 
 Shearing and wool handling competitions at Pingelly; Wagin; 

Williams; Koorda; Corrigin; Kojonup; Boddington; Katanning; 
Dinninup and the Perth Royal Show 

 Farmskills and Junior Judging at the Perth Royal Show and the 
Wagin Woolorama 

 Cattle Judging at the Dinninup Show 
 Dowerin Field Day fencing 

competition & Merino Judging at 
Dowerin 

 National Merino Challenge WA State 
Ag. School Sheep handling  

 Perth Royal show 
 Bendigo shearing and wool handling 
Congratulations to those that competed 
and to the staff involved in training and 
supervision. 
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