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Principal - Mr Michael White 

 As I come to the end of my tenure at the Western 
Australian College of Agriculture - Cunderdin, I am 
pleased to acknowledge the extraordinary 
opportunity afforded students of Western Australia 
by our College and the exceptional people that work 
hard to provide this opportunity. A most rewarding 
aspect of being an educator is working with the 
youth of Australia. The students at our College are 
representative of that body. They display enthusiasm 
and endeavour in the classes, sheds, sports grounds 
and fields of our school.  The balance of hands on 
work and theory sits well with the students. It has 
been a pleasure observing students at work in all 
their areas, discussing aspects they enjoy and the 
importance of persisting with the challenging parts of 
their learning. When in the Automotive area it has 
been a great opportunity for me to learn from 
students who are very keen to tell me about engines 
and vehicles – things I know little about. I enjoy 
observing their pride, when students are showing me 
the amazing wood and metal projects they work on. 
I think it fair to describe much of their work as 
displaying the excellence of a master craftsperson. 
Truly fantastic work. It is equally rewarding speaking 
to students working on the farm. The sense of 
responsibility toward our animals, OSH and then the 
financial outcomes is very reassuring, as is the 
growth they display while discharging their obligation 
to farm activities and their own learning. 
 
The excellence, enthusiasm and enjoyment I see in 
the students is of course a product of the excellent 
teaching and learning environment every staff 
member contributes to so very well. Thanks staff, 
you are great to work with and you do make a 
difference every day. Thanks for your support, sense 
of humour and commitment to our kids. I know you 
want the best for them and work very hard in an 
increasingly complex world to see students achieve 
the outstanding outcomes our community has come 
to expect from WACoA - Cunderdin. You should be 
proud of your achievements. 
 
All of my contact with parents has been fantastic. 
There is a clear understanding that the partnership 
between parents and staff is very important in 
delivering the best opportunities for our students. At 
times we stand shoulder to shoulder giving students 
nowhere to go but where we want them to. At 
other times parents are advocating for their child, 

which is symptomatic of a healthy relationship 
between school and parent. We can have hard 
conversations when needed because we share a 
common purpose - getting the best outcomes for 
our kids. In that light I must share with you, the 
alarming growth in student absences at parent 
request. Absences from school at parent request are 
increasingly putting student learning at real risk, and 
in our context the completion of construction 
projects, Certificates, success in ATAR, all vital to a 
student’s future. I know there are always significant 
reasons for students being out of school, medical and 
a range of others. Please think twice before keeping 
a student out of school for reasons other than these. 
Sadly, we increasingly feel uncomfortable about the 
correlation between the reason given for absences, 
as opposed to the actual reason. This impacts on our 
relationship and is a bad example to our students.  
Being a school principal, misleading school staff 
seems the same to me as misleading medical staff.  
Both actions are against the interest of children.  
Every day’s absence makes a difference. This trend 
has become so alarming we will be sending an 
absence summary to every parent in week 4 and 8 of 
every term. I don’t want my relationship with a 
wonderful group of parents to finish on a sour note. 
My comments above relate to a minority of parents 
and the growing trend is common to schools in WA. 
All parents are passionate about the College, proud 
of our achievements and many share with me their 
experience as students at Cunderdin Ag. I will miss 
the easy and welcoming manner of our parents, you 
have been a pleasure to work with. 
 
The School Board and Agricultural Advisory 
Committee are groups of volunteers who through 
their contribution have delivered a deep 
understanding of the community and technical 
aspects of agriculture, which has been essential to 
inform my decision making and leadership as 
Principal. The Board have reviewed the strategic 
position of the school in a considered manner, asking 
questions and offering ideas, which have effected 
improved strategic positioning of the school. They 
have, through discussion, identified opportunities to 
improve communication between the school and 
parents, contributing to improvements in “Connect” 
and vocational reporting. I offer particular thanks to 
Margaret Collins for her adroit leadership and 
pragmatic, purposeful guidance to the Board. 



 
 

The Agricultural Advisory Committee rounds out 
the technical advice to the Principal offered by the  
Farm Manager, extremely well. Indeed the 
committee are generous with their time when 
working with staff and the Principal. I was always 
confident I had all the information needed when 
faced with a decision on guidance to staff, decisions 
on capital purchases and approaches to the range of 
agricultural enterprises at the College. I wish 
Murray Williams well in the leadership he is 
providing to the state’s Combined Agricultural 
Advisory Committee, which is at this time in 
particular need of his leadership. Thanks to Rob 
Beard for his tireless contribution and leadership of 
our Agricultural Advisory Committee.  
 
In closing I thank the student leaders particularly 
Ben Smart, Bonnie Telfer and Emily Hourigan 
who have discharged their duties with great aplomb. 

Thanks to the leadership team Travis Hooper, 
Stephen Prangnell, Paul Jasper, Daniel 
DeBeer, Laura McCart and Darryl McCart and 
all the staff who have supported me so very ably in 
my leadership of the school. In preparing my 
handover to Mrs Sally Panizza, incoming Principal, 
my great confidence that the school can be very 
optimistic about its future, has only grown. Our 
discussions have quickly highlighted her deep 
understanding of and passion for education and the 
strength of purpose to move the College forward to 
a great future for all. 
 
I am very happy to have worked in the Wheatbelt 
again, and proud to have led the renowned Western 
Australian College of Agriculture – Cunderdin, albeit 
for a short time. I will always consider my 
experience over this semester with great fondness. I 
wish you all the very best for the future. 

Manager Corporate Services - Mrs Laura McCart 

Methods of payment: 
 

ELECTRONIC BANKING 

Name of Account:     WA College of Agriculture –      

                                Cunderdin 

Bank:                        Bendigo Bank 

BSB Number:            633 000  

Account Number:     155 427 040 

Reference:                Your child’s student number 
 

 

EFTPOS FACILITY 

There is EFTPOS available at the front office for 

payments. 

You can also call the College between 8.00am – 

4.00pm Monday to Friday, to make over the phone 

payments. 

 

CHEQUES 
 

Cheques can be made out to WA College of 

Agriculture - Cunderdin and posted to PO Box 132 

Cunderdin WA 6407. 

The holidays are upon us once again.  Just a few 
reminders for the end of Semester One. 
 
The West Australian’s Classroom Cash 
Competition 
The College has registered to take part in The 
West’s Classroom Cash competition to try and win 
a share of $20,000 for school resources. If you (or 
your friends and family) buy The West or Sunday 
Times on June 13th, 16th, 17th, 20th, 23rd and 24th 
please collect the coupons and bring them to the 
front office so we can get as many entries as 
possible. Thank you! 
 
Payments 
Payment for North West Tour should have been 
finalised for your child to be able to attend.   
The 3rd instalment of boarding fees is due when your 
child returns to the College, unless prior 
arrangements have been made with me for a 
payment plan. 
 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss any financial 
matters.  
 
Hope everyone has a pleasant two week break and 
returns full of enthusiasm for a good start to the 
new term. 



 

 

Semester One Exams  
Congratulations to both the Year 11 and 12 ATAR 
students who have sat their Semester One exams.  
These exams are an important part of our 
assessment schedule and are also part of the 
preparation process for the final WACE 
examinations at the end of Year 12.   
Please take the time to reflect on results and think 
about what can be done to improve results and best 
prepare for the next exams in Semester Two. 
 
Semester One Reports 
You will soon receive your child’s report for 
Semester One.  Whilst reading your child’s report 
please keep the following points in mind: 
 
• A school semester grade is a progress grade 

and this indicates that the course runs over 
the whole year and a final grade will not be 
issued until the end of the year. 

• A school semester grade is not fixed and 
there is room for improvement. 

• A final grade is the grade that your child has 
received for that course as it is a semester 
long course. 

•   Grade cut off points may differ between     
   courses. 
•   Grades are awarded according to course    
   specific descriptors. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
enquiries regarding your child’s report. 
 

Country Week 
Country Week is rapidly approaching and I would 
like to thank all staff and students that have given up 
time to prepare and participate in this event.  It is a 
fantastic opportunity for the students to compete 
against other schools on a competitive level, but 
more importantly a chance to interact with their 
peers and participate in something that they may be 
unfamiliar with.  It is quite common for a student to 
make comment that it is the best week of their 
schooling year. This year we are taking down five 
teams and just over 66 students. The teams are 
Boys AFL in division B, Boys Basketball in division D, 
Mixed Hockey in division B, two Netball teams in 
division D and E. 
Any support shown by parents during the event is 
greatly appreciated and if you would like to keep up 
to date with fixtures and results you can find them 
on the School Sport WA website at 
www.schoolsportwa.com.au/interschool/country/
country-week/country-week 
 
 
 
 

Class - Mr Paul Jasper 

College Board - Mrs Margaret Collins 

At the last College Board meeting we welcomed our incoming Principal Mrs Sally Panizza and farewelled 
Mr Michael White as he returns to his Perth school. 
 
Our thanks were extended to Mr White for his interim leadership of the College and for the work he has 
done in bringing in a more robust reporting to parents procedure. This was raised as an issue in Term One 
and the College has addressed it effectively and in a most timely manner, which is very much appreciated. 
 
We wish everyone a safe holiday. 



 
 

 

COUNTRY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS CARNIVAL 
Monday 25 June – Friday 29 June 2018 

 
School Sport Western Australia would like to advise that the 90th Senior High Schools Country Week 
will be staged in Perth commencing on Monday June 25. 
 
HISTORY 
The first recorded sporting exchange between country schools in Perth was in 1924. That event 
consisted of athletics and football only and was contested by Albany Senior High School, Northam 
Senior High School, Kent Street High School and Perth Modern. 
The carnival program was extended to include netball and hockey in the 1940’s, basketball and 
volleyball in the late 80’s and in 1999 for the first time soccer for boys and girls. Touch Football was 
introduced in 2007 and Girls AFL Football was included as a point scoring sport for the first time in 
2011. 
 
IN 2018 

Over the week there will be 14 individual sporting competitions with 332 teams participating in 51 
divisions involving over 1,100 separate sporting contests. The event runs for five days commencing on 
Monday and culminating with finals in all grades on Friday. 
  
Sports offered include Australian Rules Football, Basketball, Dance, Hockey, Netball, Soccer, Touch 
Football and Volleyball. There are 3,393 students competing from 49 schools and 416 officials 
attending the 2018 event. The annual SHS Country Week Carnival is the largest schools sporting event 
conducted annually in Western Australia. 
  
Speech and debating competitions complement the sporting components. 
  
Teams travel from as far away as Broome, Port Hedland and Tom Price in the north to Esperance and 
Albany in the south and Kalgoorlie in the east. 
  
The event is one of the biggest single sporting events conducted in Australia on an annual basis for 
school aged children. 
  
The event will commence at HBF Stadium - Arena 1 at 8:30am on Monday with a representative of the 
Education Department officially opening the Carnival. The Closing Ceremony is also held at HBF 
Stadium on Friday 29 June at 1:00pm. 
See venue list below. 
 

 

AFL Football UWA Sports Park, Brockway Road, Mt Claremont 3 ovals 

Basketball Bendat Basketball Centre, Stephenson Ave, Mt Claremont 8 courts 

Dance King Street Arts Centre, Dance studios Level 1 & 2, 357 – 365 Murray 
Street, Perth 

  

Hockey UWA Superturf and UWA Sports Park, Brockway Road, Mt Claremont 2 turf, 1 
grass 

Netball State Netball Centre / Perth Netball Centre, Selby Street, Jolimont  7 courts 

Soccer UWA Sports Park, Brockway Road, Mt Claremont 4 pitches 

Speech & 
Debating 

HBF Stadium - Lecture Theatre, Stephenson Ave, Mount Claremont   

Touch Football UWA Sports Park, Brockway Road, Mt Claremont 3 fields 

Volleyball HBF Stadium – Arena 1, Stephenson Ave, Mount Claremont 4 courts 

Volleyball Lords Recreation Centre, 5 Wembley Ct, Subiaco  



  

Year 12 
The Year 12s seem to have realised that the end is 
near.  All of a sudden they are working harder and 
producing more work.  They have approximately six 
cycles left at the College.  It would be helpful if 
parents reinforced how little time students have left 
to encourage them to stay motivated. It also 
highlights that any absences from their classes can 
have a large impact on their results. 
 
Reports 
All parents are encouraged to contact subject 
teachers if they would like to discuss their son or 
daughter’s report. Parents are welcome to visit the 
workshops and view student projects when visiting 
the College. 
 
Projects - Engineering and Furnishing 
Students working in Furnishing and Engineering are 

commencing or continuing work on major projects. 
So that there are no surprises, parents need to 
discuss their son or daughter’s projects with them 
to ensure they are making something appropriate. 
Some form of contact is needed between parents 
and teachers. Be it a phone call or email letting us 
know that they are aware of their child's project. 
Some projects are very expensive and I would like 
parents to be aware of the costs associated with the 
projects selected by their son or daughter. 
 
Accounts – Engineering and Furnishing  
Parents may be receiving interim material accounts 
in the near future. We ask that 50% of the 
estimated cost of the project be paid prior to 
commencement. 
This in reality does not quite happen as we try to 
eliminate delays in students starting major projects 
and payments are made after commencing. 

Design & Technology - Mr Stephen Prangnell 

Farm - Mr Daniel De Beer 

As the end of Term 2 is racing towards us, we 
found ourselves in a really happy place.  We were 
blessed with above average rain for this term, which 
translate to green feed everywhere!  Most of the 
crops are out of the ground and if you stay really 
still…..on a bright sunny day, I bet you can HEAR 
the grass growing!  Now is the time to reflect on 
what was happening all through the term. 
 
We have little lambs and calves running around 
everywhere, growing like weeds.  We have topped 
the market at Muchea selling lambs and dry ewes.   
Cunderdin District High sent their Kindy , Pre-
Primary and Year Six class to come and investigate 
what we are doing at Big Farm School!  The College 
students showed them around and there were 
smiles everywhere.  They helped collect eggs, had a 
look at the “stinky pigs” and played with some grain.  
After the busy morning, they were all rewarded for 
their good behaviour with a jelly snake.  Thank you 
to all the staff and students involved. 
 
Excursions 
Mrs Grant-Williams took a group of 18 students 
to witness our wool being sold at auction and we 

topped the catalogue! These students on the 
excursion all have completed their studies for the 
Certificate 111 in Wool Clip preparation. They 
went on a tour of the Australian Wool Testing 
Authority and saw first-hand all aspects of wool 
testing, following wool being received into store. 
Students then went to the Westcoast Wool show 
floor and saw our wool along with other wool sold. 
A tour of the wool delivery centre was an eye 
opener for the students.  

 
A group of 19 students along with the cropping 
technical officers Mr Shane Childs & Mr Jason 



 
Dumbrell went to CBH Kwinana and Ausplow’s 
plant in Cockburn. The CBH site was a very 
informative visit with students seeing the huge grain 
unloading facilities, including a visit to the museum. 
The museum had an extensive collection of grain 
handling equipment since CBH’s inception and 
students all commented that “Dad has a road train to 
deliver grain and that they no longer have to bag grain 
to be delivered”. How times have changed! 
The students toured the Ausplow factory to see the 
latest technology relevant to the DBS bar and multi 
stream air carts. The College runs these machines and 
students were able to view their manufacture and 
speak with industry representatives. Students spoke 
to the engineering staff and many gained valuable 
knowledge on career pathways into engineering and 
Agricultural Machinery engineering. The factory staff 
discussed the upcoming trends in machinery 
development and most students were blown away 
with the developing technology. 

 
The Piggery is in full production, the farrowing shed is 
occupied with approximately 120 piglets born this 
month, which has the Certificate III in Pork 
Production students in full swing showing their skills 
and knowledge. Year 11 students are starting to come 
through the piggery giving some of them a new insight 
in a different agriculture industry. The new straw 
based gestation dome shelters are up and completed, 
holding 62 happy pregnant sows. The pathways and 
cementing tasks are all nearly finished. Thank you to 
Mr Skinner and his construction pathway students 

for providing a safe 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r 
students and pigs to 
move throughout the 
sheds. In the near future, 
we will be constructing a 
n e w  A r t i f i c i a l 
Insemination station to 
provide more education 
and experience for the 
students.  

 
 

At the end of Term Two we look ahead towards 
Term Three. After a great start to the growing 
season, we now just need to keep the weeds and bugs 
at bay.  There will be lots of lambs to mark later on in 
July.  
 
The cross bred lambs from the College Poll Dorset’s 
had a marking percentage of 105% and are growing 
out well on last year’s barley stubble. The heifer cows 
are going to be Artificially Inseminated early in Term 
Three using Angus genetics.  
 
Once the seeding equipment is all serviced and put 
away students will and then start looking at getting 
our hay and silage equipment ready for our extensive 
hay & silage program. There will be many learning 
opportunities in the coming months with machinery 
servicing. 
 
The Farm Workshop has been building pig feeders 
and students have used a variety of equipment 
including metal benders, guillotines and mig welders. 
Students learn valuable skills supporting those learnt 
in D&T. Building and creating projects which are used 
across a variety of places including the piggery have 
valuable learning outcomes. 
 
Short courses 
26 students have enrolled in the short courses in the 
last week of Term Two. Courses include front end 
loader operations, skid steer and chain saw. These 
courses give the students a wide range of transferable 
skills to take away from the College.  
With a working sand and gravel pit, our students will 
gain hands-on experience in industry-based training. 
Once students have achieved these three 
competencies, they will be able to operate this 
equipment when it is required during their time on 
Farm. Trainers from Northam TAFE will be 
delivering the courses and are highly recommended 
trainers. 



 

 

University Informa$on 2018 

Name Website Event Information 

Curtin University www.curtin.edu.au 

Open Day 

Sunday 29th July 

10.00am - 4.00pm 

Edith Cowan University www.ecu.edu.au 

Open Days 

Joondalup Sunday 22nd July 

10.00am - 3.00pm 

Mt Lawley Sunday 12th August 

10.00am - 3.00pm 

South West Sunday 26th August 

12.00pm - 3.00pm 

Murdoch University www.murdoch.edu.au 

Open Day 

Saturday 28th July 

10.00am - 4.00pm 

Muresk Institute www2.dtwd.wa.gov.au/mureskinstitute  

Notre Dame University www.nd.edu.au 
Open Day 

Fremantle Sunday 19th August 

University of Western Australia www.uwa.edu.au 

Open Day 

Sunday 12th August 

10.00am - 4.00pm 

 

Notre Dame upcoming events July and August 
 

For more information and to register for any events, visit notredame.edu.au/events  

 

A Day in the Life of a Uni Student 
Friday 6 July 
Year 10, 11 and 12 students are invited to Notre Dame’s Fremantle Campus for A Day in the Life 
of a University Student to experience what student life at Notre Dame is really like! Visit our cam-
pus, take part in lectures and activities, enjoy a tour of our town university, and meet current stu-
dents and academics.   
 
1-on-1 Advice Sessions 
July 9-July 13 

Considering your uni options but unsure of the right degree for you? Book in for a 1-on-1 advice 
session at the Fremantle Campus during the July school holidays. Speak with our advisors about 
degrees that align with your strengths and interests and how to apply. 
 

Notre Dame Open Day  
Sunday 19 August 

Kick-start your uni journey at the Notre Dame Open Day. Enjoy the atmospheric Fremantle cam-
pus, check out the facilities, enjoy music, food and games and get involved in the festivities.  



 
 

Residen$al Manager - Mr Darryl McCart 

North West Tour 
Student numbers for this year have been finalised, 
there will be 55 students attending. Parents were 
sent out information and permission forms earlier 
this term and these should have been completed and 
returned to the college by now. Students attending 
North West Tour must return to the College 
after the holidays between 3.00pm – 4.00pm on 
Sunday 15 July to pack vehicles, unless parents 
have made prior arrangements with myself. 
Students are reminded that the College grooming 
policy still applies whilst on tour, so please return 
with your hair cut if one is required and don’t forget 
your razors if you need them. 
 
Leave 
Please remember if your child is attending North 
West Tour they need leave submitted for the 
duration of the tour. 
 
College Ball 
As previously advised this year’s Ball will be held on 
Friday 31 August at the Langley Novotel. Students 
can purchase tickets from the front office at the 
College at a cost of $100.00 per ticket. Any student 
wishing to bring a partner from outside the College 
will be required to see me to get the Guest 
Agreement  form to be filled out and signed by their 
partner. Parents are welcome to attend pre-dinner 
drinks, a great opportunity to take photos. 
 
Special Dinner 
The Student Council organised a fundraising night 
recently with all money raised donated to Breast 
Cancer WA, the theme for the night was 
“Occupations”.  A great time with plenty of laughs! 
 
 

 

 
On Call  
Please remember if you need to contact the Senior 
Staff member that is on call the number is 0436 606 
857. This number is for after hours and weekend 
contact. Please remember if your call is relating to 
leave adjustments you will be asked to submit a new 
leave request via Reach Boarding. 
 
Term Two Holidays 
Year Twelve students can return to the College 
after 4.00pm on Monday 16 July. An evening meal 
will be provided for those returning before 5.30pm 
or students on the 7.28pm train from Kalgoorlie if 
one has been requested. 



Farm Duty Roster – Term 2 2017 
 

Reminder – Students will NOT be granted Weekend Leave when rostered on Farm Duty 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up... 

Sunday - Friday 24 - 29 June Country Week 

Friday 29 June End of Term Two 
College closes 4.00pm 

Sunday 15 July 
North West Tour students return between 3.00pm and 

4.00pm to pack vehicles 

Monday - Friday 16 July - 27 July Year 11 North West Tour & Work Experience 

Monday 16 July Year 12s return after 4.00pm 
Evening meal available if requested 

Tuesday 17 July Term Three commences 

Monday 13 August College Photo Day 

Thursday 30 August 

Yr 11s at Dowerin Field Day 
CLOSED WEEKEND 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

College closes at 2.00pm 

Friday 31 August CLOSED WEEKEND 
College Ball 

Sunday 2 September Students return after 4.00pm 
Evening meal available if requested 

Friday 7 September COLLEGE OPEN DAY 

Monday - Wednesday 17 - 19 September Year 12 Semester Two ATAR Exams 

Friday 21 September 
End of Term Three 

College Board Meeting 10.00am 
College closes 12.20pm 

Sunday 7 October Students return after 4.00pm 
Evening meal available if requested 

Monday 8 October Term Four commences 

Friday 9 November VALEDICTORY 

Monday - Wednesday 19 - 21 November Year 11 Semester Two ATAR Exams & General Tests 

Thursday 14 December College closes 12.20pm 

                                                      WA College of Agriculture—Cunderdin 

                                                     257 Baxter Road  

                                                     PO Box 132 

                                                     CUNDERDIN   WA   6407 

                                                     (08) 9635 2100 

                                                          cunderdin.AC@educa$on.wa.edu.au 

Visit our website at 

www.cunderdinag.wa.edu.au 
 

or Facebook page  

 

 


