
 

 

 

Newsletter 
June 2016 

Congratulations Miss Davey -  
Young Gun Award Winner  

at the recent APIAM Animal Health  
Pork Expo 

Farewell to Mr Brett Cox - Farm Manager  

who has resigned after 15 years at the College 



 
 

Principal—Mr Bernard Beatty 

Staff Changes 

Term 3 will see some staff 

changes.  Mr Alan Sutton is 

retiring after two and half years 

here at the College training 

students in the Certificate ll in 

Automotives.  We wish Alan 

the very best for the future and 

his semi retirement and thank 

him for his efforts in the 

Automotive workshop .   

Mrs Tanya Glover has made 

the big decision to move the 

family back to Tasmania to be 

closer to her family.  Tanya has 

spent six years with the College 

and most recently as Corporate 

Services Manager.  Tanya has 

been a fantastic asset to our 

College and will be greatly 

missed.   

Mrs Christine Fulwood in the 

office will be taking all of Term 

3 on Long Service Leave. We 

wish her a restful break and 

m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  t h e 

grandchildren.   

We will be welcoming Mrs 

Laura McCart back into the 

role of Corporate Services 

Manager after spending six 

months on a secondment to the 

Professional Learning Institute.  

We have been successful in 

filling the Agriculture/Maths 

teaching position. Unfortunately 

this cannot be announced until 

the breach period is completed. 

I have received the resignation 

of our Farm Manager Mr Brett 

Cox.  Brett took some Long 

Service Leave and Leave without 

pay and has been living in 

Dallyellup south of Bunbury.  

Brett served in a number of 

roles at the College since 2001 

and was an outstanding Farm 

Manager. Much of his resource 

management systems are used 

now at a system level and he 

contributed significantly to 

assisting other Farm Managers in 

their role at other sites.  Brett 

will be greatly missed but having 

said that we have been very 

fortunate to have secured Mr 

Kim Gray into the position of 

Farm Manager permanently.  

Kim  has  cont inued in 

developing the College farm and 

has relished the challenge of the 

additional 1,100 hectares that 

has now been finalised.  

 

Muresk Careers Day 

The Year 12 Speed Career day 

was a great success with 

students being exposed to a 

number of key industry, 

government agencies and 

training and further education 

opportunities.  I would like to 

compliment our Year 12’s on 

t he i r  pre sen ta t i on  and 

behaviour on the day. 

 

Semester One Reports 

Semester One reports will be 

posted out before the end of 

the term.  I cannot stress 

enough that if you have any 

queries or concerns about any 

aspect of the reports please do 

not hesitate to contact the 

College and speak to the 

relevant staff member. 

 

Country Week, Short 

Courses, Work Experience 

and North West Tour 

Just a little bit coming up over 

the next few weeks with 

Country Week, Short Courses 

and not to mention the very 

exciting North West Tour. I 

would like to acknowledge the 

hard work that staff have put 

into organising and or training 

students, in particular Mr 

Travis Hooper, Mr Paul 

Jasper, Mr Darryl McCart, 

Ms Rebecca Marsh & Mrs 

Karen Argent.  The students 

at this College are very 

fortunate to have such amazing 

options as part of their 

curriculum. 

 

School Nurse 

Just a reminder to both parents 

and students that a nurse comes 

up from the local hospital every 

Thursday morning to attend to 

any medical issues students may 

have.  Appointments can be 

made at the front office or 

through Mr McCart.  This is an 

excellent resource and is under 

utilised at the moment so please 

remind your son or daughter 

that if they have any medical or 

associated issues  to make an 

appointment. 



 
 

Residential Manager—Mr Darryl McCart 

North West Tour 

Tour numbers this year are 61 

students. Information has been 

emailed out to parents with what 

students are required to bring as 

well as an itinerary and other 

relevant information. Students 

will meet with me this week to 

start planning what they require 

for the tour.  

Return date and time for 

students attending North 

West tour is Sunday 17 July 

between 3.00pm and 4.00pm 

so that vehicles can be 

packed. 

 

Medication 

Students and parents are 

reminded that medication cannot 

be kept in a students room and 

must be given to Residential staff 

so that it can be recorded and 

put in the medication cabinet in 

Linto dorm. With a number of 

students getting colds, parents 

are also reminded that students 

cannot bring cold and flu tablets 

to the College unless they are 

the non drowsy type that do not 

contain pseudo ephridrine. This is 

an Education Department 

requirement. 

 

College Ball 

This year’s Ball will be held on 

Friday 26 August in the Terrace 

Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency 

Hotel. Students can purchase 

tickets from the front office at 

the College at a cost of $100.00 

per ticket.  

Any student wishing to bring a 

partner from outside the College 

will be required to see me to get 

the required form to be filled out 

and signed by their partner. 

 

Suit Measurement 

Ferrari Formal Wear will be 

at the College on Tuesday 16 

August for any student wishing to 

hire a suit for the College Ball. 

Students hiring a suit will need to 

ensure that they have the suit 

ready for collection from the 

College on Monday 29 August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

College Photos 

Midland Photography will 

attend the College on Monday 8 

August to take the College 

photos this year. An information/

order package will be given to 

students prior to this date for 

parents wishing to order 

photographs. 

 

Laundry 

Students are reminded to collect 

their laundry after school 

between 4.00pm – 5.30pm so 

that there is room in their 

laundry boxes for the next day. It 

is very difficult for laundry to be 

processed if there is no room to 

put it. 

 

Garden Beds 

Students have planted a variety of 

things in the garden beds, namely 

wheat, barley, lupins. A very 

interesting exercise for some 

who think scattering seed on the 

surface is how to grow a 

successful crop! 

 

End of Term 

If your child is attending Country 

Week in Perth at the end of term 

can you please submit a leave 

application and select Country 

Week in the leave type. If you’re 

collecting your child from 

Country Week at the end of the 

carnival, please also note in the 

system.   

 

Return for Term Three 

Year 11 students attending 

Northwest Tour will return 

on Sunday 17 July between 

3.00pm – 4.00pm. Year 12’s 

will need to return to the 

College after 4.00pm on 

Monday 18 July. 

Thrift Shop Special Dinner 

Travis Fluck & Mac Kempton 

Elizabeth Vance, Aimee Tyson, 

Grace Davey & Katie Larkman 

Kaiden 

Johnston 



 
 

Design & Technology—Mr Stephen Prangnell 

 Year 12 

The Year 12’s seem to have 

realised that the end is near.  All 

of a sudden they are working 

harder and producing more 

work.   

They have approximately six 

cycles left at the College.  It 

would be helpful if parents 

reinforced how little time 

students have left to encourage 

them to stay motivated. It also 

highlights that any absences from 

their classes can have a large 

impact on their results. 

Reports 

All parents are encouraged to 

contact subject teachers if they 

would like to discuss their son or 

daughters report. Parents are 

welcome to visit the workshops 

and view student projects when 

visiting the College. 

 

Projects - Engineering and 

Furnishing 

Students working in Furnishing 

and Engineering are commencing 

or continuing work on major 

projects. So that there are no 

surprises parents need to discuss 

their son or daughters projects 

with them to ensure they are 

making something appropriate. 

Some form of contact is needed 

between parents and teachers. 

Be it a phone call or email letting 

us know that they are aware of 

their child's project. Some 

projects are very expensive and I 

would like parents to be aware 

of the costs associated with the 

projects selected by their son or 

daughter. 

Accounts – Engineering and 

Furnishing  

Parents may be receiving interim 

material accounts in the near 

future. We ask that 50% of the 

estimated cost of the project be 

paid prior to commencement. 

This in reality does not quite 

happen as we try to eliminate 

delays in students starting major 

projects and payments are made 

after commencing. 

Trade Tour  

The Trade Tour was very 

successful this year. Students 

visited Westrac and Hofmann 

Engineering.  

On speaking to students who 

attended the tour they were very 

impressed with both sites. It has 

also impressed upon them the 

importance of their studies and 

the value of Work Experience in 

gaining employment once they 

finish at the College.  Thank you 

to Keith Thompson and Alan 

Sutton for organising the tour.  

Clayton Garlick  

Samantha Faulkner 

Mac Kempton 



 
 

Class—Mrs Jane Beatty 

Semester One Reports 

You will soon receive your child’s 

report for Semester One.  Whilst 

reading your child’s report please 

keep the following points in mind: 

 

• Grade cut off points may  

 differ between courses. 

• Grades are  awarded 

 according to course specific 

 descriptors. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact 

me if you have any enquiries 

regarding your child’s report. 

 

Semester One Exams and 

Externally Set Task Exams 

Congratulations to both the Year 

11 and 12 ATAR students who 

have sat their Semester One 

exams.  These exams are an 

important part of our assessment 

schedule and are also part of the 

preparation process for the final 

WACE examinations at the end 

of Year 12.   

Please take the time to reflect on 

results and think about what can 

be done  to improve results and 

best prepare for the next exams 

in Semester 2. 

 

Parent Interviews 

Parent Interviews will be held on 

Thursday 25 August from 1.00pm 

(prior to Closed Weekend).  

More information will be sent out 

next term. 

 

EST 

All students enrolled in a General 

Year 12 course and/or a 

Foundation Year 12 course are 

required to complete the 

externally set task (EST) 

developed by the School 

Curriculum and Standards 

Authority for that course. The 

EST is compulsory and forms part 

of the school-based assessment 

and is included as a separate 

assessment type with a weighting 

of 15% for the pair of units.   

Year 12 students undertook this 

assessment in Week 6 of this 

term.  Congratulations to those 

students who did well and 

prepared for the task, your 

efforts are reflected in your 

results. 

 

What’s been happening in 

English General in Term 2? 

Year 11 and 12 students have 

been reading and viewing a range 

of text types and responding to  

issues, ideas, perspectives and  

representations of people in 

society in a variety of forms such 

as digital records, infographics, 

film posters, essays and short 

responses. 

 

Year 11 

Aussie, Aussie, Aussie 

Novel: Jasper Jones 

Documentary: Go Back to 

Where You Came From 

 

Year 12 

Welcome to the Jungle! 

Created working documents: 

cover letter, resume and mock 

interview 

Novel: The Happiest Refugee 

Documentary: Oasis 

 

ATAR 12 

Murder Mystery Genre 

Novel: The Shark Net 

Film: The Broken Shore 

 

ATAR 11 

Good vs Evil 

Novel: The Messenger 

Documentary: Bully 

 

Staff 

I am pleased to announce that Mr 

Daniel Gibbons has been 

appointed as a teacher until the 

end of the year.  Daniel is an 

experienced Animal Production 

and Plant Productions Systems 

teacher.   

He 

 

Daniel has recently been 

working for the South West 

Institute of TAFE at the 

Muresk campus.  The recent 

TAFE restructure has enabled 

Daniel to take on a teaching role 

at WA College of Agriculture - 

Cunderdin.  We look forward to 

having Daniel in the class area.  



 
 

Farm—Mr Kim Gray 

Another month rolls by and we 

are half way through the year 

already.  The crops continue to 

grow well.  Grass sprays have 

been applied to the lupins and 

canola and now the post 

emergent broadleaf weeds in the 

cereals is under way. Flexi-N has 

also been sprayed on the canola 

with cereals to be done shortly.  

With such good growing 

conditions the nitrogen rates 

have been increased.  Feed for 

livestock is abundant and 

currently having difficulty keeping 

up with the lush growth.    

As mentioned in the last 

newsletter, Miss Maddi Davey 

travelled to the Gold Coast in 

May to attend the APIAM Animal 

Health Conference and also the 

Pan Pacific Pork Expo.  Miss 

Davey was nominated for the 

Young Guns Award by Animal 

H e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 

veterinarians from Portec in 

WA.  Congratulations go out to 

Miss Davey who took out this 

Award in competition with seven 

other contestants, nominated 

from around Australia. This is a 

great achievement and is 

recognition for her outstanding 

dedication and passion for the 

pork industry.  We can rest 

assured that our students are 

gaining quality tuition from one 

of the best in the industry.  Well 

done Miss Maddi! 

 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to encourage any 

students who are unsure of what 

field of Agriculture they may 

pursue on leaving this College, to 

consider a career in the Pork 

industry. There is currently a 

huge demand for qualified people 

to work in the Pork industry and 

with some of the units that 

students have a l l  ready 

completed in their Certificate II 

being transferable to Certificate 

III in Pork Production, this would 

appear to be a real employment 

opportunity.   

Three lots of feed trials are 

currently being carried out, one 

examining growth rates using 

different rations for weaner pigs, 

one measuring cattle growth 

rates and the other measuring 

sheep growth rates using 

different rations.  Students from 

class and farm are involved in 

these trials. 

Jordan Kelly & Bailey McDonnell 

in the canola & wheat crops 

Sheep Fat & Muscle  

Measurement - Jordan Osboine 

 

Jordan Kelly, Taylor Sprigg dos 

Santos, Brockman Sinclair, 

Matthew Robinsonin the 

butchershop 



 
 Certificate III students have been 

working on two fencing projects, 

one involving an isolation bio-

security fence around the piggery 

and this is part of Australian Pork 

Industry Quality Assurance 

requirements. The other fencing 

project involves redesigning and 

erecting fencing for the new 

feedlot project for 20 steers, 

which is due to commence next 

Term.  This has been a good 

opportunity for students in 

project management, to plan, cost 

and erect these fences whilst 

directing and managing fellow 

students in these projects.  The 

cattle feedlot due to commence 

next Term will enable Certificate 

II & III students to gain further 

time and experience feeding, 

handling, weighing and recording 

results.   

 

Other projects that have been 

completed in the Workshop – 

the new cricket bowling 

machine stand and the seventh 

and last horse stable has been 

replaced in the horse paddock.   

 

Next week, 27 June, ‘Country 

Week’ commences.  Good 

l u c k  t o  a l l  s t ude n t s 

participating, with other students 

not competing; doing short 

courses and Work Experience. 

Brittany 

Mayberry, Calvin 

Davis, Brodie 

Metcalf & Devlin 

Chambaira 

concreting a new 

silo pad (above) 

 

Sean Nelson, 

Ethan Warden & 

Todd Williams 

(left) 

Fun at the  

motorbike track 



 
 

Manager Corporate Services—Mrs Tanya Glover 

 

University & Careers Information 

I can’t believe that it is already the end of Term Two.  Just a few reminders for the end of Semester One. 

 

The 3rd instalment of boarding fees are due when your child returns to the College, unless prior 

arrangements have been made with me for a payment plan. 

There are still a few BAHA forms outstanding, please contact the College ASAP if you have not returned 

your form to enable $2,105 to be deducted from your account. 

In the event anyone is having any issues with their account, please contact the Manager of Corporate 

Services to compile a payment plan that suits. 

 

Next Semester we look forward to the return of our Manager of Corporate Services Mrs Laura McCart 

whom I have been filling in for the last six months.  We wish our longest serving School Officer Mrs 

Christine Fulwood many adventures as she takes her well earned long service break for Term Three. 

 

I would like to take the opportunity to say farewell to the College community, as my family and I am moving 

back to our home state of Tasmania.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at WA College of Agriculture 

Cunderdin and will miss it dearly.  

 

I would like to wish you all the best in whatever you do in your future and remember to always make time 

to smile.  

CY O’Connor Institute www.cyoc.wa.edu.au Campuses at Northam, Muresk, Narrogin, Merredin & Moora 
(Incorporating Charles Sturt University Bach of Agri Business Management) 

Curtin University www.curtin.edu.au Open Day 
Sunday 31 July 10.00am-4.00pm 

Edith Cowan University www.ecu.edu.au Future Student Information Evening-Joondalup 
Thursday 8 September 6.00pm 

Future Student Information Evening-Mt Lawley 
Tuesday 15 November 6.00pm 

Murdoch University www.murdoch.edu.au TEE Consultants WACE Preparation Series 
Monday 4 July 

Open Day 
Sunday 24 July 

Muresk Institute www.dtwd.wa.gov.au
/trainingproviders/
mureskinstitute 

Winter School Program 
4 -15 July 2016 

Notre Dame University www.nd.edu.au Course Information Evening-Fremantle 
Wednesday 1 June 

Open Day-Fremantle 
Sunday 21 August 

University of  
Western Australia 

www.uwa.edu.au Open Day  
Sunday 14 August 



 
  

University & Careers Information 

THE AGRICULTURE  

ENDEAVOUR SCHOLARSHIPS 
The WA College of Agriculture is pleased to offer two Agriculture Endeavour Scholarships. The 

Scholarships are open to all Year 11 students attending any of the WA Colleges of Agriculture, who are 

looking toward a career in the agriculture sector and directing their studies towards this goal.  
 

The value of each scholarship is $1000 (note that GST does not apply). This amount will provide 

financial assistance for agricultural studies and is to be used as a part payment for Year 12 College 

costs. It will be paid directly to the College on the students’ behalf.  
 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY 5.00PM FRIDAY 1ST JULY 2016 
 

The successful applicants will be announced before the end of Term Three in 2016.  Winners will be 

required to take part in a presentation ceremony.  
 

For further information or to collect an application pack, please see Mrs Beatty. 

Wool Stores, AWTA, Auction Room Excursion 2016 

On the 15 June, Mr Laird and Mrs Iles took a group of Year 12 students on an excursion to West Coast 

Wool’s store facility and then on to Australian Wool Testing Authority (AWTA). From there they went on to 

the Auction room to witness wool being sold.  

The students found the whole trip really informative and one of the most interesting parts was how different 

“Lots“ of wool were blended together to gain higher returns. While at the AWTA students were shown 

demonstrations of Length and Strength testing, along with how  Yield and Contamination levels were 

determined. Overall it was a good opportunity to gain a better understanding of the whole quality and 

marketing process.   

Jaydan Smith, James Steel, Bailey McDonnell,  

Cody Eva, Ben Liddlelow, Mr Laird, Clayton  

Garlick, Kaiden Johnston, Inaya Stone,  

Shannon McLean & Digby Harris  (right) 

Wool blending (left) 

 

AWTA Length & 

Strength Testing 

(right) 

 

AWTA Tour (below 

left) 



 
 

Careers Day at Muresk 

On Tuesday 14th of June all the Year 12 students travelled down with Mr Jasper, Mr Beatty 
and Mrs Childs to Muresk to participate in a Training and Employment Day run by Rural Skills 
Australia.  

First stop was the main lecture hall for a presentation 
on Australian Apprenticeships and Traineeships, 
Muresk courses and facilities and using the resource 
Skillsroad. 

 

Next up was morning tea with all presenters and 
other students from Morawa Ag. 

Students split into groups of five and started a 
speed careering session in which representatives 
from different industries and institutions 
provided information about their company, their 
role, job opportunities, what the students 
wanted to do and casual conversations about 
careers in general.  

Thank you to Marissa Dewan from Rural Skills 
Australia for the day and also to Muresk for 
hosting the day and the great lunch. 



 
  

Cunderdin 8 2016 

This year’s Cunderdin 8 was 

completed by 19 students and 2 

staff. Mr Thompson and Ms 

Marsh both challenged the 

students around the 8km 

course finishing 12th and 15th 

respectively. The weather was 

also good for the race on the 

Wednesday, although this year 

we had a few puddles around 

the course to make it a bit 

interesting. 

 

The favourite of the race for this year was Will Cook. He took off but had Kyle Van Beek, Sam Chitty and 

Taylor Sprigg dos Santos also wanting to have a crack at the title set by Ed Forester back in 2006 of 29 

minutes 44 seconds. 

 

Will completed the 8km in 31 minutes and 20 seconds which now puts him in 2nd place in the history of our 

records. Coming close in second was Kyle Van Beek, coming in at 33 minutes and 53 seconds, and in 3rd Sam 

Chitty with 34 minutes and 07 seconds. All these times were exceptional efforts from the boys. Ms Marsh 

was the quickest of the females running it in 46 minutes and 43 seconds with Acacia Shannon and Tiarah 

Cotter running it in 54 minutes and 15 seconds.  

 

The aim of the event is to encourage students to participate in 

exercise and have fun. The competition puts a bit of excitement into 

what a lot of the students do as their regular fitness regime, the aim 

must be now to beat Ed’s time which now stands for over a decade! 

Competitors  Time 

Will Cook 31.20 

Kyle Van Beek 33.53 

Sam Chitty 34.07 

Taylor Sprigg dos Santos 37.13 

Lachlan Rendell 37.31 

Harrison Edwards 38.24 

James Steel 38.46 

Billy Bywaters 39.06 

Brayden Fairhead 39.30 

Isaac Stokes 39.30 

Hayden Richter 39.30 

Mr Thompson 40.30 

Jayden Fanning 41.20 

Ethan Warden 41.26 

Jarred Billing 43.58 

Ms Marsh 46.43 

Declan Marzolo 52.52 

Marshall Gillet 52.52 

Acacia Shannon 54.15 

Tiarah Cotter 54.15 

Bill Schorer DNF 



 

 

Coming up... 

 Monday—Friday 27 June-1 July Country Week 

Work Experience 

Friday 1 July END OF TERM TWO 

Semester Two Reports issued 

Sunday 17 July Year 11 students return between  

3.00pm - 4.00pm to pack vehicles 

Evening meal available 

Monday—Friday 18-29 July North West Tour 

Year 11 Work Experience 

Monday 18 July Staff PD Day 

Year 12 students return after 4.00pm 

Evening meal available if requested 

Tuesday 19 July Term Three commences 

Monday 8 August College Photo Day 

Thursday 25 August Year 11’s at Dowerin Field Day 

CLOSED WEEKEND 

College closes 2.00pm 

Parent Interviews 1.00pm 

Friday 26 August College Ball 

Sunday 28 August Students return after 4.00pm 

Evening meal available if requested 

Friday 9 September OPEN DAY 

Thursday 22 September Farm Skills - Perth Royal Show 

Friday 23 September College Board 10.00am 

END OF TERM THREE 

College closes 12.30pm 

Sunday 10 October Students return after 4.00pm 

Evening meal available if requested 

Monday 11 October Term Four commences 

Friday 11 November Year 12 Graduation 

Friday 25 November Year 11’s finish 

College closes at 12.20pm 

College Board 10.00am 

                                                      WA College of Agriculture—Cunderdin 

                                                     257 Baxter Road  

                                                     PO Box 132 

                                                     CUNDERDIN   WA   6407 

                                                     (08) 9635 2100 

                                                          cunderdin.AC@education.wa.edu.au 

Visit our website at 

www.cunderdinag.wa.edu.au 
 

or Facebook page 

 

 

http://www.cunderdinag.wa.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/WA-College-of-Agriculture-Cunderdin-103475323346875/

